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PFIP, DFLP announce Joint leadership 

DAM ASCUS (R) — Two Palestinian groups have announced they were 
- fanning a joint leadership 19 confro n t what they consider to be senow 
dhacat to. Palestinians posed by the Middle Eas pace trffa The 
Democrat* Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) headed by 
Nayef Hawanneb-aad the Popular Front for the liberation of Palestine 
(FFLF) led by George Habash announced their plan' after a mminp in 
-Dimascns Monday. “The purpose of Otis leadership is to confront 
attempts aimed at eHBwistiiigitePLn ^tteMPwini^ thrwgh 
the setf-nde plan. " The PFLi* and DFLP ire the largest guerrilla factions 
after Palestine Liberation Organisation (FLO) Quitman Yasser Arafat’s 
Fateh group. DFLP sources said the new leadership would be respoaibie 
ft»- directing military and political moves of die tiro groups especially 
inside the occupied territories. Details of the linking of the two groups 
mare not disclosed. The DFLP sources said more details about the new 
leadership and those to be named as members would be annotmeed withm 
me-iftx few days. Asked whether the annoanGemeut amnmitgrt to a fuU 
merger of the two groups, a DFLP official toki Reuters this could be done 
at a later stage. 
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Ub a nt sa army takas over Kurdish base 

HALWA. Lebanon (R) — Lebanese troops Tuesday peacefully took over 
-tire main training base m Lebanon's Bekaa Valley for Kurdish guerrillas 
qghfiflg Turkey far autoootny. Seventy-five soldiers in armoured troop 
ranters? four jeeps and three trucks drove into the camp used by the 
Kurcfi^Labour Party (PKK) in hills just west of the Syrian border. Three 
PKK offi ciate , in d nrfm g the group's top commander in Lebanon, handed 
over the camp to the troops, .who confiscated some military fatigues and 
documents but found no Weapon. The PKK evacuated tighten from tire 
base and removed weapons and ammunition in May after Syria told 
Ankara the group would be ejected from the Syrian-policed Bekaa 
Valley, flic army did not enter a nearby camp used until May by Dev -Sol 
(Revolutionary Left), Ankara’s deadliest urban guerrilla group, but 
security sources expected them to do so later. The PKK base was tire 
group's sole training camp in the Bekaa. Hundreds of PKK guerrillas 
trained each year at Halwa before crossing into Turkey through Syria to 
attack Turkish targets. But Damascus agreed to crack down on the PKK 
this year after Ankara indicated it might bomb the bases. 
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Regent 
congratulates 
Saudi feader 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
fbghncss Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Tuesday sent a cable 
to King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
congratulating him on his coun- 
try’s national day. Prince Hassan 
wished King Fahd continued 
good health and happiness and 
the Saudi people further progress 
and prosperity. 

Six envoys 
present credentials 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Tuesday received the 
credentials of six newly appointed 
ambassadors to Jordan. Prince 
Hassan received credentials of 
India’s Arun KmnWr I^odhiraj, 
Jonathan Sheppard of Australia, 
Pierre du Muelenere of Belgium, 
Izznddin A1 Qarqam of T unisia, . 
Ibrahim Hamdi of Egypt and' 
Andrew Robinson of Canada. 

Palestinian groups 
call one-day strike 

DAMASCUS (R) — A bewly- 
. formed alliance of Palestinian 
groups called Tnesday for a one- 
day strike to protest at asetf-rnle 
plan in die Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories. “We call for a general 
strike in all places where Palesti- 
nians are gathered on Wednesday 
Sept. 23 to express our rejection . 
of the self-rule plan and 
announce our commitment to our 
right to return to our homes, 4 * the . 
alKance said in a statement re- 
leased in Damascus. Palestinian 
sources' said refugees at all 13 
camps across Syria, home for 
■about 500,000 Palestinians, 
would heed the strike call. 

4,450 Soviets left 
Israel since 1991 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — Two and a 
half per cent of recent Jewish 
immigrants to Israel from the 
former Soviet Union have left 
Israel not to return, the Israeli 
I tim news agency reported. Out. 
of 184,787 immigrants to Israel; 
since January 1991. about 4,450 
have left and not returned, Ithn 
said. The figures are based 00 
applications for exit documents. 
Ithn said that, by contrast, 3,150. 
former Soviet Jews who had left 
the country on Israeli exit docu- 
ments had returned. 

Iraq produces truck, 
gives it Kuwaiti 
name 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi en- 
gineers have manufactured the 
country’s first truck built com- 
pletely with Iraqi components 
and have named it after a town in 
Kuwait, die Iraqi News Agency 
(IN A) said Tuesday. The agency 
said General Hussein Kamel said 
the five- tonne truck was built at a 
military industry organisation 
plant and named A1 Jahra after 
the Kuwaiti town ckxe to the 
Iraqi border. Gen. Kamel, the . 
ministe r in charge of military, 
industrialisation and a son-in-law - 
of President Saddam Hussein, did 
not detail how Iraq managed to , 
build the truck despite the U.N. 
trade embargo on the country. . 

Israel says 
3 guerrillas killed 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (AP) 
— Israeli troops ambushed a 
guerrilla squad in South Lebanon 
and killed three infiltrators in a 
firefigbt before dawn Tuesday, 
security sources said. The sources 
had no casualty report from the. 
Israeli side. The Israeli army said 
one soldier was slightly hurt in 
the dash. 

Sweden asks U.N. to 
help Imprisoned 
Swedes . 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden: 
.said Tuesday it had asked United 
^Nations Secretary-General Boat- 
ros<!Hiafi for help m obtaining the 
release of three Swedes from jail 
in Iraq. Foreign Mhosier Mar-, 
garetoa Af Ugglas made .die re- 
quest at a meeting with Dr. Gfaafi 
Monday, her ministry said. The 
. three men were sentenced to 
seven years* im p ri s o n ment each 
tty a Baghdad court on Sanday 
for illegally entering Iraq. Swed- 
ish authorities said Leif West-i 
berg,. Christer Stromgren and 1 
Stefan Wihiborg entered Iraq by 
nusoke on Sept. 3-i ; 


Arabs, Israel try to put 
peace talks back on track 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAELIS AND ARABS are 
trying to restore Middle East 
peace talks to track, but the 
partie s are s tiH unable to bridge 
their d iffe rences. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi said her team 
had set aside earlier demands for 
an Israeli pledge to negotiate on 
the basis of United Nations re- 
solutions 242 and 338 and sug- 
gested discussion of issues raised 
tty both rides earlier. 

Syria, which had said last 
Thursday that its talks with Israel 
were at an impasse, described 
three hours of talks Monday as’-'a 
useful exchange of views.** 

Dr. Ashrawi said the Palesti- 
nian team took the initiative 
Monday, offering the Israeli ride 
proposals to discuss issues winch 
are of common concern to both 
rides. She said die ideas were 
taken from agenda proposals by' 
both sides. 

“We have extracted from both 
agendas several subjects that 
were issues of priority or substan- 
tive. issues in order to form a 
common ground as an agreed- 
upon basis and central concern 
for both rides,” said <Dr. Ashra- 
wi. 

Chief Israeli negotiator with 


the Palestinians Elyakim Ruben- 
stein said after three boms of 
talks that part of die session was 
held informally. 

Israeli spokesman Yosri Gal 
also proposed that Arabs and 
Israelis resume talks on Oct. 21 
after several important Jewish 
.holidays are over. 

“At this stage it's important to 
the momentum,** Mr. Gal 


The present round of talks is 
scheduled to end on Thursday 
Sept. 24. 

Syria and the Palestinians, the 
main parties negotiating with 
Israel, gave a negative assessment 
of the outcome of the sixth round 
■ of Middle East peace talks last 
week after the parties appeared 
unable to advance the peace 
talks. 

Chief Syrian negotiator 
Mouwafak A1 Allaf said Thurs- 
day, after stalking out from the 
negotiating room, that tbe talks 
were faring problems and urged 
the. United States to step in to 
break the impasse. 

Asked if her team had any 
contacts with the Americans over 
the weekend, Syrian spokes- 
woman Bushra TCanafiini said: 
“We had contacts with the Amer- 
icans, of course.” 


The United States is the main 
sponsor of the talks but refuses to 
intervene in tbe negotiations un- 
less invited by both sides. 

U.S. Acting Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger was to 
meet with Israeli and Jordanian 
foreign ministers m New York 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Eaglebmger planned sepa- 
rate afternoon meetings with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres and Jordanian Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber. 

A wide gulf still separates the 
parties for more than four de- 
cades. Israel is still refusing to 
formally state it was willing to 
withdraw from tbe Golan Heights 
insisting that Damascus first de- 
dare its readiness to conclude a 
full peace treaty with the Jewish 
state. 

On tbe Palestinian track, Israel 
wants Palestinians to go along 
with its proposals for elections for 
an administrative council with li- 
mited powers to run tbe affairs of 
tbe nearly two million Palesti- 
nians in toe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Under terms brokered by for- 
mer U.S: Secretary of State 
James Baker, Palestinians and 
Israelis are to negotiate a two- 
phase peace agreem en t starting 


with a five-year period of self- 
rule. Negotiations on tbe final 
status of both areas would start 
after three years from toe start of 
seif-rule. 

Dr. Ashrawi said the Palesti- 
nian team gave Israeli negotiators 
a three-point document asserting 
the relevance of U.N. resolutions 
242 and 338 during tbe two 
phases and insisting that any ac- 
tion on the ground not affect 
negotiations for the lasting settle- 
ment. 

“In tbe spirit of good faith and 
for the sake of parity, mutuality 
and mutual respect ... we have 
decided that in order to break 
through the impasse we will 
accept tbe discussion of each 
issue separately on its own 
merits,** Dr. Ashrawi said. 

Israeli-Lebanese and Israeli- 
Jordaman negotiations are vir- 
tually on bold. 

The Lebanese are apparently 
waiting to see what happens in 
the Israeli -Syrian talks while Jor- 
dan is awaiting developments in 
toe Israeh-Paiestinian talks. 

Over the past mouth, during 
this sixth round of U.S.- 
sponsored talks m Washington, 
the talks have occasionally shown 

(Continued on. page 5) 


Truce halts 
Kabul war 


KABUL (AP) — A four-day 
battle between tbe two bitterest 
rivals among the many aimed 
factions In Kabul has ended when 
toe -government helped, reach a 
ceasefire. 

More than 200 people were 
injured in the fighting in west 
Kabul and an undetermined num- 
ber killed, according to the Red 
Goss. 

Government security forces 
took up positions at the edges of 
embattled neighbourhoods, 
saying they had orders to use 
force against any truce violators. 

“We will fight anybody who 
breaks the ceasefire,*’ said 
Mohammad Sharif, a batallion 
commander in the government 
forces. 

Since taking over Kabul in* 
April after st 14-year war against 
communist rulers, toe provisional 
Ldgmic government has bad trou- 
ble preventing such clashes 
among the many guerrilla groups 
which occupy various sections of 
the capital. Tbe government 
hopes to establish peace and pave 
toe way for elections in Afghanis- 
tan. 


U.N. chemical team starts 
hew inspection in 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
latest team of U.N. arms experts 
visiting Iraq took a helicopter 
Tuesday to inspect a site near the 
Jordanian border, U.N. sources 
said. 

Tbe six-member team headed 
by Swiss expert Bernhard Brun- 
ner is trying to check whether toe 
Iraqis surrendered for destruction 
all the weapons from their che- 
mical arsenal. 

The team left their Baghdad 
hotel in the early morning in an 
air-comfitioned bos. , 

Mr. Bnmner refused to answer 
reporters* questions on his exact 
destination but a source at toe 
United Nations special commis- 
sion in Baghdad said toe team 
boarded a U.N. helicopter at 
Rasbeed airport, east of Baghdad 
and flew to a site dose to the 
Jordanian border. 

Mr. Bnmner and his team ar- 
rived in Baghdad Hfonday to 
check that chemical munitions, 
had been moved from their 
storage areas for destruction at" 
Iraq’s main .Mutoana chemical 
weapons fadKty, 130 kilometres 
northwest of Baghdad. 

The U.N. has designated 
Mutoana as. toe site for des- 


troying chemical weapons under 
toe terms of the Gulf war cease- 
fire. 

The Iraqis have dumped be- 
tween 30,000 and 40,000 bombs, 
rockets and shells there but U.N. 
experts say thousands more are 
still at other chemical facilities 
around toe country. 

Under U.N. supervision, the 
Iraqis have constructed two 
plants in Mutoana. The first, to 
incinerate mustard gas. is due to 
begin operation within two 
months, and the second, to neut- 
ralise nerve agents, is due to start 
next week: 

Mr. Bnmner said Monday he 
would not reveal the sites be 
intended to visit until he had 
talked to die Iraqis. 

Assets nay be seized 

An Iraqi opposition leader said 
dial die Security Council might 
soon authorise toe United Na- 
tions to seize some of Iraqfs $4. 
billion to aid Kurds and Shiite 
Muslims. 

Laito Rnbba, spokesman for 
toe Ixmdon^based Iraqi rational 
Congress, said m a telephone in- 
terview that plans were being 
drawn for a new resolution to 
unfreeze a portion of funds. 


Mitterrand and Kohl seek to 
keep Europe unity drive alive 


PARIS (Agencies) — Respond-. ‘■‘We must mhe a better 
ing to the scep ticism of French Europe, closer to tbe concerns of 
voters. President Francois Mitter- ' the French and other Euro- 
rand ' and German Chancellor • pears,” Minister erf* European 
Helm at Kohl conferred for nearly Affairs Elisabeth Gnigou said in a 
two hours Tuesday on ways to newspaper interview published 
keep . alive toe drive towards Tuesday. 

European unity. She proposed a Europe that 

Spokesman said beforehand would be “less technocratic and 
thfi the two leaders, in their' more democratic, that n»V« into 
JtastiJy arranged meeting, • account daOy concerns about so- . 
hoped to find ways of making die' dal programmes. Jobs, toe en- 
nmficatioD progress more open vironment, health." 
and democratic. > French officials said tbe aim of 

An expected press briefing af-' the Paris Si— ft was to —H i m tje. 


ter the talks was cancelled with- 
out explanation, and aides said 
no official statement would be 
issued. .! 

Mr. Mitterrand. 75, underwent 
s urg e ry Sept. 11, and Ins doctors 
tfisdosed five days later that be* 
had 'prostate cancer. He voted 
Sunday in the referendum which 
gave a shaky 51 per cent majority 
to the Maastricht Treaty, but had 
not planned to return to work 
until Wednesday. 

. The strong vote against toe 
treaty, winch envisions economic 
and political union for the Euro- 
pean Community (EC), has 
prom p te d even its most ardent 
supporters to suggest that toe 


opponent’s views most be taken 
seriqasly. 


dose Parw-Bonn partnership and 
show that Mr. Kohl and Mr. 
Mitterrand had beard the critical , 
message of French. yoters. 

They said the leaders were to 
discuss posable joint proposals 
for an 'e m erge n cy. EC sbmnnt in 
Britain on Oct. 15' and 16. 

The ideas included enhancing 
the Maastricht Treaty by giving 
citizens and parliaments a bigger 
say in EC affairs and spelling out - 
the limits of the Com muni ty's 
powen, French officials said. 

Hows before the lifts, De- 
rama k h announced it would seek 
substantial additions to the Maas- 
tricht Treaty, which Danish vo- 
ters narrowly rejected last June, 
and a new Danish referendum 
would be held next ^ear.. 


• And Germany announced it 
was pressing ahead with its par- 
liamentary ratification proce- 
dure, beginning on Oct. 8 with 
toe aim of finishing before the 
end of the year. Spain also said it 
would begin ratification next 
year. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major, facing tough opposition 
from Eurosceptics in his own 
Conservative Party, irritated its 
EC partners Monday by calling 
for a rethink of the treaty and a 
pause to clarify Danish inten- 
tions. 

French officials stressed there 
could be no renegotiation and 
said the best way out of toe 
malaise was to accelerate, not 
slow down, tod process of Euro- 
pean unification. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans Krqkel said in an interview 
with Wirtachaftswoche: “Now tbe. 
repair work for Denmark- has to 
be done, became you cannot 
present the same text over and 
over for a vote until it finally girts 
a majority.” . 

EC foreign ministers, meeting 
at U.N. headquarters in New 
York on Monday, pledged to go 
ahead with the Maastricht Treaty 
but papered over crucial differ- 
ences on when to ratify die pact. 


Israeli 
policeman 
shot dead 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian 
dressed in an Israeli army 
uniform shot to death an 
off-duty Israeli policeman 
who stopped him for ques- 
tioning Tuesday in Arab East 
Jerusalem, poboe said. 

The assailant fled the 
scene, but police spokesman 
Shmud Ben-Ruby said sever- 
al Arabs were detained in tbe 
vicinity, one of whom is be- 
lieved to be die attacker. 

Israel Radio carried an In- 
terview with an unnamed 
policeman who said he 
caught the armed assailant as 
he was commandeering a taxi 
which had a woman passen- 
ger accompanied by two chil- 
dren .The assailant is a resi- 
dent of tbe occupied West 
Bank rity of Jenin, the radio 
said. 

An anonymous caller to an ' 
international news agency in 
occupied Jerusalem said toe 
attack was -the work of two 
nfifitery units of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas).. 

.Witnesses said the man, 
wearing what appeared to be - 
military clothes, fired a burst 
from an M-16 assault rifle. 
The Israeli poficeraan died 
instantly. 

Tbe caller said.tbe attack 
was a joint efforfof toe Kas- 
setn military wing of Hamas 
and another group named for 
(Co nti nued on page 5) 


Sharif Zeid holds 
talks with Arabiyat 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime t 
Minister Sharif Zeid -Ben 
Shaker Tuesday called at Par- 
liament and held talks with 
Lower House Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat on arrange- 
ments for receiving His 
Majesty King Hussein, who 
returns borne Thursday. Dr. 
Arabiyat told H£tra he discus- 
sed with toe prime minister a 
House’s Agricultural Com- 
mittee report on ' problems 
facing farmers. They, also dis- 
cussed a report of tbe Public 
Freedoms . Committee and a 


request by the committee 
members to meet with the 
prime minister. On the arrest 
of toe two deputies, Laito 
Shbeilat and Yacoub Qar- 
rash. Dr. Arabiyat stressed 
that the law will have its say 
on it. Asked if the House's 
ordinary session will start as 
scheduled. Dr. Arabiyat said 
be does not expect that it will 
start at the beginning of next 
month. However, be noted, 
the issue will be discussed 
after His Majesty’s return. 



Sharif Zeid Ben' Shaker 


Rabin says talks with Syria 
should he at a higher level 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
said Tuesday roller-coaster peace 
talks with Syria would achieve 
little unless they were held at a- 
higher level. 

Mr. Rabin told parliament's 
foreign affairs and defence com- 
mittee that Syria had not yet 
shown willingness to make full 
peace with tbe Jewish state. 

“Therefore I believe that large- 
scale derisions would be difficult 
to achieve at the c urr ent level (of 
talks),'* a committee official 
quoted Mr. Rabin as saying. 

“If tbe process continues it will 
have to be at other levels,” Mr. 
Rabin- said. 

Israeli officials are currently 
bokfing a sixth round of talks with 
delegations from Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan and the Palestinians in 
Washington. 

The Israeli-Syrian meetings 
opened with a finny of unex- 
pectedly upbeat statements by 
the Israelis bat by last Thursday 
Syria said tbe talks were at an 
impasse. • 

* Press ur e by the talks* sponsor. 


toe United States, helped ensure 
both rides resumed meetings 
Monday. 

Mr. Rabin did not refer to 
Israeli media reports last week 
-that toe U.S. and Egypt were 
working to arrange a meeting 
between tbe Israeli leader and 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad.' 

Senior Western diplomatic . 
sources said such a summit was' 
out of the question for the time 
being. 

They noted that Mr. Rabin 
favoured secret trilateral contacts 
of tbe kind that led to an IsracK- 
Egyptian peace treaty in 1979 
which was based on a land-for- 
peacc exchange. 

Mr. Rabin has tried through a 
series of statements this monto to 
persuade Israelis that they will 
have to hand back part ed tbe 
Golan Heights to achieve peace 
with Damascus. Golan settlers, 
many from Mr. Rabin's own 
Labour Party, are marching this 
week from the strategic plateau 
to occupied Jerusalem as part of a 
campaign against ’ a land-for- 
peace deal. ’ 


Mr. Rabin, who took office hi 
Jnly promising to speed up nego-; 
tiations, said Monday any dead- 
lock in tbe talks coold threaten 
war in toe Middle East. 

“If we readi a standstill, a 
standstill sooner or later couhl 
lead to ... the dangers of war.” he 
said in a speech near Tel Aviv. 

Israel insists that Syria commit ‘ 
itself to a “full peace,” including 
diplomatic relations and open' 
borders, before talks can begin 
on returning the Golan Heights. 

“It mil take time. There will be 
ups and downs,” Mr. Rabin told 
reporters on emerging from the 
committee meeting. . - 

“The Syrian interpretation as 
of today is a cessation of the stare 
of war and recognition of recog- 
nised and secure borders. The 
. Syrian interpretation does not in- 
clude the element of peace.” Mr. 
-Rabin told the committee. 

Israel has fabricated hopes of a 
peace breakthrough with Syria to 
divide the Arab ride in toe peace 
talks and stall negotiations until 

fContimaed on page 5) 


No Arab military intervention 
in Gulf, Egyptian official says 


ALEXANDRIA (Agencies) — 
An Egyptian official on Tuesday 
discou n ted the possibifity of an 
Arab imfitary intervention in the 
Gulf to resolve a conflict between 
Iran and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Osama AI Baz, President Hoo- 
rn Mubarak’s top political advi- 
sor, said efforts were being ex- 
erted to settle the efispute peace- 
fully. 

He was speaking to reporters 
after a three-hour meeting be-- 
tween Mr. Mubarak and Sbeikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nabyan, 
president of toe UAE. 

Asked if Egypt and Syria 
would interfere militarily in com- 
pliance with a security pact be- 
tween the two countries and tbe 
six Gulf states. Dr. Baz said: 

“The situation there does not 
c$Il at all for tbe adoption of any 
military steps. There is plenty of 
opportunity for political contacts 
and diplomacy.” 

Egypt, Syria and tbe six mem- 
bers of tbe Gulf Cooperation 


Council (GCC) signed a security 
agreement in 1991 that calls for 
the stationing of Egyptian and 
Syrian troops in the Golf to help 
protect the area from any possi- 
ble aggression. The accord was 
never implemented but there-was 
an Egyptian suggestion to create 
a joint rapid deployment force 
wiucb would be rushed to any 
Gulf state in danger. 

Tbe dispute between Iraki and 
the UAE erupted two weeks ago 
^wben Tehran claimed full 

’so v ereig n ty over the island of 
Abu Musa. Tehran had shared 
ownership of die island unto the 
UAE emirate of Sharjah since 
1971. 

“We consider this issue c. 
dangerous one and we do so: 
accept it,” Dr. Baz said. 

“We insist on any settlement to 
tins conflict to preserve Arab 
rights and toe rights of tbe UAE 
and its sovereignty over its land,** 
be added; 

At stake also are two other 
islands, the Greater and Lesser 


Tunbs. that Iran occupied in 1971 
and are claimed by tbe emirate of 
Ras Al K baimah. 

Dr. Baz said Sheikh Zayed was 
heading for Damascus soon to 
discuss toe issue with officials 
toere. He did not specify a date 
for the visit but Egyptian govern-: 
merit sources said the UAE presi- - 
dent will head for Syria Thursday 
after he ends his visit here.. 

Syria, winch has good relations 
with Iran, has been mediating toe 
dispute. Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa visited Tehran 
Saturday and delivered a message 
from Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad to Iranian President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

“Iran must give up this be- 
haviour. with the UAE or any 
other country because bran and 
others cannot impose their will by 
force in this region.” 

(Continued on page 5) 

Iren says intruder planes will be 
downed, page 2 


Rains threaten more chaos in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) t- 
The rainy season is about to start 
in Somalia but this year it coold 
be a curse rather than a blessing 
for millions of starving people. 

“The short rains are upon us. 
The health ramifications very se- 
rious,” said Steve Tomlin, bead 
of the International Medical 
Corps (IMQ team of American 
doctors. 

Tbe downpours threaten to 
spread diseases such as cholera 
and c om p ou nd toe problems of* 
aid organisations already 
menaced by bandit attacks on, 

relief convoys which have slowed 

the amount of food reaching tbe 
stricken interior. 

Nobody knows how many peo- 
ple have died already but some 
aid worker* fear, up to half a 
million of Somalia’s seven million 
people could .perish unless UJi. 
troops can open land routes. 

“Estimates now range from 


250,000 to half a million people 
dying before the end of the year,” 
Mr. Tomlin said. 

Usually Somalis offer prayers 
of thanks when the rain turns 
their biscuit-brown farmland 
green. But this .year they have 
nothing to celebrate because they 
have no seed or tools. 

They either ate their seeds or 
had it stolen together with their 
tools in the dan anarchy that 
followed tbe overthrow of dicta- 
tor Mohammad Sad Barre in 
January 1991. 

Tbe downpour has grisly im- 
plications in Baidoa, 250 
kilofnetres northwest of Moga- . 
cHsbu, where up to 400 people are 
dying daily. 

Grave diggers there weakened 
by hunger have buried thousands; 
of corpses in soft river beds rather 
than in the rock hard ground 
around the town, and the rain 
could wash the corpses down- 


stream together unto any diseases 

they mi£ht harbour. 

“When rains begin tbe 
corpses trill be washed down toe 
livers... if we have cholera we 
will see a greater crisis than we 
already have,” said Mr.' Tomlin. 

Or Saturday, an International 
Red Cross food depot was looted 
amid heavy dan fighting in toe 
western Somali town of Belet 
Huen as more U.N. troops ar- 
rived to protect other relief ship- 
ments. 

Spokesman for two aid agen- 
cies said relief workers in Belet 
Huen were staying in their com- 
pounds and a decision ufould be 
-made Tuesday on whether to 
evacuate them. 

“The relief teams are just 
keeping their heads down,” said 
Ben Foot of toe Save toe Chil- 
dren Fund of Britain. 

About 15 foreign aid workers, 
plus scores of Somalis who wor k 


only for food, are operating*, in 
Belet Huen. 

It was not immediately dear 
how much food was stolen from 
the Red Cross compound. There ■ 
were no reports of deaths or' 
injuries. 

Monday's raid “appears to be. 
an argument between two dans' 
over who controls the airport, 
who controls tbe offloading of 
goods,” said Mr. Foot from his 
office tn Nairobi, Kenya. “One' 
faction apparently felt it wasn’t' 
getting its share of the goodies 
and decided to make its presence; 
felt by raiding the warehouse.” ' 

fri the Somali capital, Moga- 
dishu, the main body of a 500- 
strong armed U.N. force from 
Pakistan began arriving hfonday, 
charged unto preventing similar 
attacks at the city's port and 
airport. 

j Aid workers dishea rt ened, page 2 
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Kurd predicts wider success 
in latest anti-Baghdad effort 



ANKARA (AP) — A gathering 
this week in northern Iraq of an 
array of religions and ethnic 
groups opposing the government 
of Saddam Hussein will agree to 
forge a joint leadership, an Iraqi 
Kurdish leader has predicted. 

Jalal Talabani, about to bead 
back to KimKsb'held northern 
Iraq, also said he was confident 
that the latest bid to consolidate 
k>ng-f£agmented opposition 
forces would otherwise meet with 
wider success than previous such 
meetings. 

Although an exact day was not 
announced, Mr. Talabam said he 
expected the meeting to begin 
later this week in the Knrdjsb- 


heid city of Eibil. 
It wm be the nr 


It wm be die mist time Iraqi 
oppos i tion groups all gather on 


Iraqi soiL 

“The conference is going to be 
a very big step towards noting all 
Iraqi opposition,” Mr. Talabani, 
head or the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK), said in an in- . 
terview hens Saturday night after 
winding up a neatly two-month 
tour of Western European capit- 
als to seek support for the opposi- 
tion. 

A successful opposition confer- 
ence could prove a significant 
step towards gaining western 
faith in the ability of the opposi- 
tion groups to eventually topple 
the government. 

Mr. Talabam said the delegates 
would debate proposals for the 
enlargement of a 87-member 
assemmy-in-exile and a 17-mem- 
ber executive council elected af- 
ter an earlier conference held in 
Vienna in June. 

Whether the assembly and 


council really represent die Iraqi 
opposition has been in doubt 
because seufral opposition 
gronps, backed ty powerful Iraqi 
neighbours like Iran and Syria, 
boycotted the Vienna meeting. 
They included the Iran-based 
S uorem e Cnnnril for the Id amir 
Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI), an 
alliance of six Sbnte factions. 

The Talabam said delegates to 
tins week's c on fer en ce would in- 
clude sane representatives of ex- 
ile groups in Europe, Iran and 
Syne. 

"They (the assembly and die. 
executive council) wm IQcdy be 
doubled in size to include repre- 
sentatives of all Kurdish and 
Arab groups, Shiite or Sunni, 
secular or fondamentalitf,” Mr. 
Talabani said. 

Perhaps more importantly, the 
conference would also decide on 
a proposed joint leadership or a 
“presidential committee/’ Mr. 


He said Kurds prefer a more 
compact, three-member commit- 
tee out indicated they would like- 
ly go along with a seven or 
nine-member body, to be made 
op of at least two Kurds, two 
Simm Iraqi Arab politicians and 
three Shiite leaders. 

He expected Hojatoleslam 

M ohammad Baler A1 Hatrm j the 
leader of the Iran-based SCIRI 
factions, to be another member.’ 

There have been fears that the 
Shiites, should President .Saddam 
be toppled, would push for the 
creation of an Iran-styled fun- 
damentalist regime in Baghdad, 
Iraqi oppositio n leaders Who vi- 
sited Washington in July so ught 
to ease Western worries that a 


U.S., Israel negotiate 
closer military ties 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States and Israel are discus- 
sing a major military cooperation 
package to compensate Israel for 
the planned sale of 72 U.S. jet 
fighters to Saudi Arabia, a senior 
Busb administration official said 
Monday. 


He said other cooperation 


under discussion by several joint 
working groups from the two 


countries included: 


The package could include 
stockpiling U.S-air-to-air missiles 
in Israel and providing the 
Israelis with sophisticated early- 
warning radars and other arms, 
according to the official, who 
asked not to be identified. 


— Getting Israel more closely 
involved in the planned U.S. 
global protection system from 
missile attack, perhaps providing 
very sophisticated early warning 
radars to tie in with Israel's plan- 
ned “Arrow” anti-missile missile 
system. 


The New York Times reported 
recently that negotiations were 
underway on such a package fol- 
lowing President George Bush’s 
announcement early this month 
that be supported the sale of the 
sophisticated F-15 fighters to 
Saudi Arabia. 


— Giving more U.S. arms for 
rael under a $700 million '‘draw 
Iwn” deal approvedby Con- 


gress which allows the Pentagon 
to provide sophisticated equip- 
ment which it no longer needs to 
Israel. 


Saudi Arabia is still officially at 
war with Israel and the sale raised 
strong protests from Israel and 
some members of Congress, who 
accused Mr. Bush of fuelling the 
Middle East arms race despite his 
call for weapons-produemg na- 
tions to damp down on such 
sales. 


— Possibly allowing Israel to 
use a greater part of its $1.8 
billion in annual U.S. foreign 
military aid to develop its own 
weaponry rather than buy Amer- 
ican equipment. 


“We (Americans and Israelis) 
are looking at four or five diffe- 
rent categories of things,” the 
administration official told Reu- 
ters. “It basically comes back to 
the proposition of our wanting to 
maintain their qualitative edge 
and help them address their most 
serious security concerns.” 


“One of Israel’s major prob- 
lems is the ballistic missile threat. 
It’s growing by leaps and bounds, 
and helping them deal with that is 
one of their major priorities and 
something we are very happy to 
try to work with them on,” said 
the official. 


“We might have arrangements 
in a crisis for us to deploy theatre 
missOe defences to Israel ... that’s 
a category of concern that we are 
working on,” the official added. 


The official said one category 
induded the storage of U.S. arms 
such as air-to-air missiles carried 
by fighter jets and tne latest 
Patriot anti-aircraft missiles in 
Israel. He said tanks had also 
been discussed “but I don’t think 
that’s likely to go anywhere.” 


The offidal refused to say 
whether the administration had 
put any pressure on the Saadis to 
publidy abandon the Arab trade* 
boycott of Israel or to make 
offidal peace with Israel. 

“I think there is reason to 
.believe the Saudis have not been 


enforcing the boycott for sane 
period of time now, anyway,” he 


“It would be the • »’ ■ 
that we (U.S.) would need in a 
crisis in the Middle East — that 
we could draw on if we had to go 
back to the Gulf — or that if 
Israel got into difficulty in 
another conflict we would grant 
access to,” the official said. 


period of time now, anyway," he 

«‘d. 

' ■ r, do I think, they (Saudis) 
cneck passports anymore to see 
whether or not the holder of the 
passport has been to Israel. I 


think they sort of quietly backed 
away from some of the onerous 


away from some of the onerous 
practices of the past. But you 
would have to ask them that.” 
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fundamentalist state amid even- 
tually develop in a post-Saddam 


Shiites make up 55 per cent of 
the Iraqi population. 

Kurdish sources say other joint-' 
committee members could in- 
clude Arif Abdul Razzak, a for- 
mer Iraqi prime minister in exile 
in Cairo, Adib Ai Jader, presi- 
dent of the Geneva-based Arab 
Committee for Human Rights, - 
and General Hasan Al Naqib, 


living in Damascus. 

Mr. Talabam said the Iraqi 
oppos i tion were det ermin ed to 
produce a “viable alternative to 
Saddam Hnsse® to nm a demo- 
cratic Iraq/* 

Over the summer, Mr. Talaba- 
ni met with U.S. nfliriak in 
Washington along with other Ira- 

o pposition lead ers . The lob- 
bying eventually culminated with 
me declaration of a “no-fly” zone 
over southern Iraq. 

U.S.,' British ana French war- 
planes have been firing south cf 
the 32ad Parallel daily to enforce 
the ban. 

Kurds have established a de- 
facto statelet in northern Iraq, 
with Erbfl its effect serving as 
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MteJMix. temp. 

Amman 12/27 

Atpba 2103 , 

Doots 11/29* 

Jordan Volley 19/34 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 27, Aqaba 32. Humidity readings: 
Amman 32 per cent. Aqaba 39 per 
cchl 


Tbey gained control of the area 
' boarding Turkey Tran after a 
U.S.-led' coalition force last year 
created a “security zone’* in 
northern Iraq and Iraqi aircraft 
were barred from the noth of the 
36th Parallel. 

Mr. Talabani nrged expansion 
of the northern zone so uthw ar d 
to include the ofl city off Kirkuk. 
About one milHrtn of 3.5 rnilKnn 
Iraqi Kurds five in Iraqi-held 
Cities, tnchwKwg Kirimt 


Schwarzkopf: 
Going after 
Saddam 
meant 
quagmire 


NEW YORK (AP) — Invading 
Baghdad to topple Saddam Hus- 
sein would have bogged down the 
United States in a quagmire “like 
the dinosaur in the tar pit,” 
according to Gulf war comman- 
der H. Norman Schwarzkopf. 

“The legitimacy for what , we 
were- doing was the United Na- 
tions resolution which oiled for 
us to kick the Iraqis out of 
Kuwait,” the retired four-star 
general said in an interview for 
“Newsweek on Air” carried by 
the Associated Press radio net- 
work. 


“We never considered going to 
Baghdad ... we’d accomplished 
our mission," said Gen. Schwarz- 
kopf, who beaded the U.S-led 
war to drive Iraq from Kuwait. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf also defends 
the decision in bis forthcoming 
biography. “It Doesn’t Take a 
Hero.” He also complains in the 
book cf being pressured by Bush 
administration “hawks” he said 
had .seen too many war movies 
and wanted to rash coalition 
forces into battle before drey 
were ready. 

“The increasing pressure to 
launch the ground war early was 
making me crazy.’’ he wrote. 
“There had to be a contingent of 
hawks in Washington who did not 
want to stop until we’d punished 
Saddam. We'd been bombing 
Iraq for more than a month, but it 
wasn’t good enough. These were 
guys who bad seen John Wayne 
in ‘the Green Berets’, they’d seen 
‘Ram bo,’ they’d seen ‘Patton,’ 
and it was very easy for them to 
pound their desks and say. ‘By 
God, we've got to go in there. 
Gotta punish that son of a 
bitch’. Of course, none of them 
was going to get shot at.” 

Gen. Schwarzkopf does not 
identity the administration hawks 
or say whether they were reflect- 
ing the wishes of President Bush,' 
whan he praises. 
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A Somali relief worker, armed with a stick, 
they await their ration of food 




French war- 
ing south of 
ly to enforce 


Disheartened aid workers, looking 
beyond Somalia, fear for future 


By Mart Rasenbimn 

The Associated Press 

MOGADISHU— Mario Neri, 
a penniless pediatrician, has 
spent his life helping the 
world’s most desperate kids. 
After a season m Somalia, 
however, he fears that his is a 
lost cause. 

“This thing called the ‘inter- 
national community’ can never 
respond to calamities litre 
this,” he said. ‘There is too 
little coordination, too mwrfi 
self-interest and politics.” 

Dr. Neri, from Vincenza. 
Italy, reflected a view that is 
(fisbeartenmg a broad range of 


record by citing dollars spent 

and tnmifti don a ted and Utt- 


and tnrmw don a ted and Un- 
ited Nations officials say re- 
quests for food were quickly 
ma tch ed by ptedgpfl , 

-The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
has delivered more than 
100,000 tonnes of food to 
Somalia, and has pledged $150 

mflfinn tO its Snwialia opera- 
tion. 


“StflU, we can’t stop t 
he said. “If we did ...” 


not fetish the sentence but 
instead grimaced at the pros- 
pect. 

Bat Dr. Neri shook Ins head 
sadly. He said be saw same 
progress in 19708, but .now he 
sees a world without the will or 
the attention span to respond. 

He was interviewed m the 


The European Community 
and the United States 


have given about 150,000 ton- 
nes of food since last year, and 

sir i_ • l * 


Washington has promised 
another 145,000 tonnes some- 


aid workers as they battle up- 
hill to save milli ons of Somalis 
from starvation. 

When Ethiopia was ravaged 
in 1964 by famine — bat not 
war and looting — celebrity 
rockers united to sing the be- 
nefit anthem “We are the 
World.” This time around. Dr. 
Neri, among others, believes 
“the wOrid^has given up. 

Bernard Koachner, French 
health minister and a huma- 
nitarian crusader, was asked 
an camera daring a visit to the 
stricken town of Baidoa why 
“the world” had not done 
more to help. He exploded in 


time after October. Other gov- 
ernments and organisations are 
pitching in as wdL 
Bat the UJi. official* 
also say there is still no com- 
mon approach to provide what 
is needed and to get it into the 
hands of those who need it 
Dr. Neri; now 38, has spent 
12 yean as an unpaid volunteer 

m Africa iMiwing tin* rin» hard 


Tfs not enough fa West- 


ern conntzies to give the food, 
be said. “They nave to fijmr 


frustrated fray. 

“Since Biaf**, sin.ee 
Ethiopia, it is the same,” he 
said, his voice rising. “We 
should either help a stop 
bothering to pretend. Rich 
people go on vacation, go ab- 
out then fives, and do no- 
thing.” 

Against a backdrop of dying 
infants, he shouted: “It’s not 
oily the United Nations and 
international organisations, 
but rich people everywhere, 
people who are bunting wife 
wealth, who do nothing.” 

* Governments defend their 


be said. “They nave to figure 
out how and where the food 
most be delivered. The sitna-. 
tion is getting worse and WttSet 
... most countries want to do! 
things their own way, and the; 
result h a. greater dimtef.” \ 

Like Dr. Neri, aid workers 
said efforts must be made ear- 
ly, before people reach the 
final stages or desperation. 
Most agree that successive dis- 
asters nave strained compas- 
sion to tire limit but have yet to 
force major donas to coordin- 
ate their efforts. 

“We were all very late,” said - 
Willard Weeks, regional drreo- 
tor fire Save the Children, a aid 
veteran. He shares Dr. Ned’s 
view that fee same mistakes 
are made over and over again. 


after bringing an injured child 
three bona up a teeth-iampg 
road from his own httie hospit- 
al at Merca, which has no 
X-ray machine. 

Dr. Neri worked for 
Annalena Tomrefi, known as 
the “Mother Teresa” of Soma- 
Ha, an Italian woman who built 
a hospital, school and orphan- 
age wife money contributed by 
a circle of friends and suppor- 
ters back home. 

He said more than 90 per 
cent of donated food and medi- 
cine was stolen on its way to 
the i hospital A local warlord 
has forced Mother AnnaJena’s 
missi on of meiCg to dose. 

“I believe in another 
world,” he said. “But I have 
thought about this for mottos, 
and I can’t tree any solution. I 
see Vtlftfr.re' happening, and I 
have, lost .all hope, 411 Hbt: 
stons/^;- ;* ." 

Thdifc'- hi ho “international 


community,” he now believes, 


but rather a series of institu- 
tions nm tty comfortable peo- 
ple who seldom understand the 
effect of policies they make. 

“Instead erf a connnonpoB- 
cy, everyone woks for mem- 
selves, and we slide deeper 
into a morass,” he said. 

Dr. Neri stopped and grin- 
ned apologetically. “I am sorry 
to sound so oessimutic.” he 
said. “But I oLdnot start tins 


weann, who do nothing. view that the same mistakes way. I am afraid my pessimism 

' Governments defend their are made over and over again. is based on reality. 


Iran: Intruder planes will be shot down 


NICOSIA (API — Iran's air 
force commander has warned 
tbit aircraft violating Iranian air 
space may be shot down, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

The radio said Brigardier 
General Mansoor Sattari issued 
the warning “in connection with 
recent developments relating to 
possible adventurism in the re- 
gion,” apparently a reference to a 
dispute over Abu Musa Island in 
the Gulf. 

“Iran's air force will proceed 
with greater vigilance, and any 
aircraft that violates Iran’s air 
space will be forced to make an 
emergency landing and, if neces- 
sary, shot at,” Gen. Sattari was 
quoted as saying. 

Abu Musa, near the strategic 
Strait of Hormuz, has been con- 
trolled jointly by Iran and Shar- 
jah, one of fee seven United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), since it 
was occupied by Irari in 1971. 


Earlier ttais month, Tehran 
announced it bad sole sovereign- 
ty, a move denounced by fee 
UAE and neighbouring Arab 
states. 

A senior UAE official, was 
quoted Monday as saying bis 
country will carry the dispute to 
the United Nations. 

Iran has claimed feat tire con- 
troversy has been blown out of 
proportion as a result of an 
American plot to create discord 
between Iran and its Arab neigh- 
bours. 

The air force commander’s 
warning also falls against tire 
backdrop of .the U.S.-led aerial 
exclusion zone in southern Iraq, 
which is policed from bases -in 
Saudi Arabia and a U.S. carrier 
in the Gulf. Iran opposes the 
presence of Western forces in tire 
region. 

Tehran Radio reported that 
Gen. Sattari also said Iran is now 


self-sufficient in' airplane parts. 

“We are in the process of 
strengthening the defensive base 
of tire country’s air force and, 
fortunately, we now have all the 
facilities and resources we re- 
quire,” be said. _ 


“The logistical policy of fee air 
force has always been to' avoid 
reliance on external and foreign 
sources for spare parts. All fee 
equipment required fa air force 
planes is now made in tire country 
by I ranian specialists. We have 
the necessary resources for the 
next 15 years,” Gen. Sattari said. 

The Iranian air force was 
plagued during the 1980-88 Iran- 
Iraq war wife chronic shortages 
of spares. 

Earlier this year, Gen. Sattari 
disclosed feat Iran now has 
Soviet-made MiG-29 interceptors 
and SU-24 fighter-bombers and 
Chinese F-7 fighters: 
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U.S. government believes 
Sudan executed its employee 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Sudan 
is believed to have executed a. 
U.S. government employee on 
rfrnrff* of treason despite strong 
American objections, the State 
Department said Monday. 

Press Officer Joseph Snyder 
said the United States had ex- 
pressed grave concern to fee 
StiHanw government over the 
incident. ■ 

Andrew Tombe, 34, was the 
sera or Sudanese employee of the 
Agency for International _ De- 
velopment in the southern city of 
Juba, stronghold of a rebel move- 
ment which has been at war with 
fee government in Khartoum. 

The basis of the State Depart- 
ment's concern was unclear since 
Snyder bad no information to 
refute the Sudanese govern- 
ment’s claims that Mr. Tombe 
was a rebel militant. 

U.S. relations with fee Sudan 
have been poot ever since a 
military coup led by Islamic fun- 
damentalist ousted a democratic 
government several years ago. 
During fee Gulf war, fee Sudan 
supported Iraq. 

The administration has sus- 
pended the regular U.S. aid prog- 
ramme but continues a large - 
scale programme to feed 


Sudanese affected by the coun- 
try's prolonged drought. 

“Given the continuing allega- 
tions about human rights abuses 
in Sudan, particularly in Juba and 
the government's delay in re- 
sponding to our repeated re- 
quests for information about Mr. 
Tombe, we are viewing t his inri - 
dent with the gravest concern,” 
Mr. Snyder said. Sudan’s ambas- * 
sador was unavailable for com- 
ment. . 

Other U.S. officials said othcT 
Sudanese employees of the U.S. 
government have been detained 
as well and feat Sudanese autho rities 
s eiz ed U.S. government property 
in Juba. 

Because of the fighting, tire 
only safe means of going to Juba 
is via air but the officials said the 
Sudanese government has re- 
fused permission for U.S. diplo- 
mats to board flights to the re- 
gion. 

Mr. Snyder said fee adminis- 
tration was strongly reiterating its 
request for the Sudanese govern- 
ment to allow American staff to 
visit Juba to investigate the 
events leading to Mr. Tombe’s 
execution and to check on the 
weO being of the other Sudanese 
employees. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Italian MPs to assess situation in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — Six Italian members of parliament (MPs) 
arrived in Baghdad Monday to assess fee situation ml Iraq and toil 
government officials they are against a long U.N. embargo. “We re 
here to know the true situation in fee country and to^meet the 
representatives of government and parti ament and U.N-." Roberto 
Formigonni, a Christian Democrat, told reporters. Mr. Fonmgonm 
said be was heading a delegation of fee lawmakers and 34 other 
personalities representing various political and humanitanan 
grqaps in Italy. He said the issue of international trade sanction 
imposed on Iraq in response to its August 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
would be put to motion in the Italian parliament in October. “We 
are representatives of 88 members of the Italian parliament (who) 
signed a motion against tire embargo,” the lawmakers said. It is tire 
first fact-finding mission since fee HaghHaH government last month 
invited Western parliaments to come and see for themselves after 
the Gulf war allies damped a no-fly zone on much of Iraq's south. 


Opposition claims large demonstration in Tehran 


NICOSIA (AP) — The leading Iranian opposition group said 
scores of people were wounded and almost 20 arrested Monday in 
dashes between anti-government protesters and security forces in 
southern Tehran. A crowd of more than 1,000 people burned a 
municipal building and a police station in the Yaft A bad district 
after-fee gover n me n t demolished about 100 unauthorised homes; 
said the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. Niddteen people were arrested and 
reinforcements were sent to fee district by Revolutionary Gnanfr 
security forces after tire burning of the municipal bnilding and three 
orearity.. vehicles, Mujahedeen spbkesman Ali- Safari said by 
telephone from fee group’s Paris headquarters. Clashes continued 
Monday night. Mr. Safari said. 


UAE president to finance Islamic centre 


RABAT (R) — The President of tire United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Ai Nahayan, has agreed to 
finance construction of a new headquarters for the Islamic 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (ISESCO). In a 
statement on Monday, ISESCO Director Abdul Aziz Othman Al 
Twaijri said fee new braiding would be erected on 12,000 square 


metres of land in Rabat donated by King Hassan of Morocco. No 
cost estimate for the project was oven. ISESCO was founded by 
the 39-member Organisation of the Islamic Conference. Sheikh 


Zayed left Rabat Monday ax tire end of an extended private visit 
after conferring wife the Moroccan monarch Friday. 


Archaeologists to assess Beirut ruins 


PARIS (AP) — A team of archaeologists will go to Lebanon next 
month to assess what steps are needed to save ancient rains that 
could be endangered during Beirut’s post-war reconstruction, 
UNESCO announced Monday. The U.N. agency said archaeolog- 
ists believe they have found the remains of an ancient Greek 
cotonia] settlement in central Beirut, buried underneath remains of 
a Roman-Byzantme city which is itself several metres below the 
modem dty. The ancient ruins found as bulldozers cleared away 
rubble froqi fee long civil war that wracked Beirut, UNESCO said. 
The team to be sent in October will make selective searches to 
(retermine which rains should be preserved as part of a comprehen- 
sive preservation plan before the reconstruction pro ceeds too far. 


Israeli army captain given 70 days in Jail 

TEL AVIV (AP)— The army sentenced a captain to 70 days in jail 

for taking a military ieen on a iaimt tn an Anh 


" „ — onuiucrea narso, am 

toe dafly-Haaretz quoted senior officers as saying the flight ftran 
stones by the captain and two of h is soldiers was one of the most 
disgracefal am in fee 414-year Palestinian uprising. The captain, a 
commander of a tank company, took the two soldiers on tb< 
needless tour of fee village cf Qarawat Bam Zeid in the West Bant 
Saturday, Haaretz said. 
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Palestinians decide to ‘accept the discussion 
of each issue on its own merit’ to break the impasse 
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Special from Washtegton 

Palestinian spokesperson Hanan 
Ashrawi said Monday that the 
Palestinians presented the Israeli 
?idc with a document that intends 
to address the issues of prio ri ty for 
both sides. The document is 
based on the U.S. letters of assur- 
ances ?nd the invitations as the 

governing principles of all nego- 
tiations in the peace process, she 
sakL She explained that since the 
Palestinian side could not get an 
agreement from the Israelis on 
the framework proposal or on the 
agenda, and in order to break the 
impasse, the Palestinian team de- 
cided to “accept the discussion of 
each issue on its own merit” 
Dr. Ashrawi noted that the 
Palestinian negotiators had “ex- 
tracted from both agendas several 
subjects that were asms of prior- 
ity” in order to form a common 
ground and a bridging device that 
would be acceptable to both 
tides. These include: 


— The goals or objectives of 
the negotiations and the terms of 
reference. 

— The concept of the interim 
self-government authority 
(ISGA) and arrangements* 

— Elections. 

Dr. Ashrawi said the Palesti- 
nian team was willing to add 
jurisdiction of the ISGA, legisla- 
tion, and the issue of human 
rights at a later stage, and is 
willing to continue to explore 
ways and means of finding com- 
mon ground as well as mechan- 
isms for negotiations. 

Monday’s morning session cen- 
tred on these issues, she said, 
adding that there was a reading of 
the Palestinian document fol- 
lowed by an Israeli response to 
the framework agreement pre- 
sented by the - Palestinians. 
“Needless to say, the response' 
continues to be entirely unsatis- 
factory, and we have agreed that 
we will continue exploring these 
issues tomorrow,” she said. 

Asked if this new strategy 


Arabs, Israel try to put talks on track 


'(Combined from page 1) 

signs of promise. 

Israeli Tourism Minister Uzi 
Baram, making a rare public 
appearance by an Israeli official 
in Cairo, Saicf Tuesday he be- 
lieved occupied Jerusalem should 
remain the “undivided capital” of 
the Jewish state. 

Mr. Baram said occupied Jeru- 
salem would continue to be his 
country’s top tourist destination. 

He was answering reporters’ 
questions after addressing the 
annual conference of the Amer- 
ican Society of Travel Agents, the 
world tourism industry's 


gathering. About 5,000 travel 
agents are attending. 

No major government recog- 


nises Israel’s claim to Jerusalem 
and the issue has caused con- 
tinual friction at the peace talks. 
“Even though I am one of the 
leaders of the dovish wing of the. 
Israeli Labour Party, I was bom 
and grew up in Jerusalem. I think 
Jerusalem has to be the capital of 
Israel and it has to be united,” 
Mr. Baram said. 

Israel’s high profile team at the 
conference used its peace with 
Egypt to present an upbeat vision 
of a future Middle East with free 
travel and open borders. , 

“I regret the ministers from 
Syria and Jordan declined to 
attend this gathering ... and I 
hope to meet them in the future,” 
Mr. Baram told the conference. 


i in Teh Baz: No Arab military intervention 


(Continued from page 1) 

Egypt and Iran have no di- 
plomatic relations. Iran severed 
ties in 1979 in protest over 
Egypt’s peace treaty with Israel. 
Last 'year, the, two countries, 
-reopened, i n terest. sections. ?r— 

Asked what it 'would take for 
Egypt to restore fall diplomatic- 
representation with Iran, Dr. Baz 
said Tehran would have to refrain 
from interfering in any Arab 
country’s internal affairs or 
spread its influence in the area. 

Sources dose to the Mubarak- 
Sbeikh Zayed talks said the 
UAE, which has been embarras- 
sed by the fervour with which 
Egyptian newspapers have rallied 
to its side against Iran, wanted to 
play the dispute down and reach a 
settlement through quiet di- 
plomacy. 

The dispute has raised tension 
with Tehran at a time when the 
small Gulf oil states have still not 
worked out a common defence 


strategy. 

One source said the UAE had, 
been puzzled when Iran suddenly 
renewed its claims 4o sovereignty 
over Abu Musa and the Greater 
and Lesser Tomb islands and 
virtually annexed Abu Musa. 

Hie raid Egypt had urged the 
UAEto reconstruct -tbe precise 
course of events leading TO to the 
crisis. It had -io r »estmmMffl | for' 
instance, whether there was any 
truth in Iranian accusations that 
“suspicious foreigners” had. been 
fonnd on boats near' the 
strategically-placed islands. 

.Asked about reports that the 
UAE wanted to take its dispute 
with Iran to international arbitra- 
tion. Dr. Baz said: “We are 
.currently in the stage of knowing 
the truth about what happened 
and the Iranians* intentions.” 

He warned Iran that it coukl 
not solve the dispute by military 
force and declared: “We will not 
accept any deal that does not 
safeguard Arab rights.” 


Israeli police shot and killed 


(Coatfoned from page 1) 

Yasser Namrouti, a 28-vear- 
oid Palestinian killed by 
Israeli troops in the occupied 
Gaza Strip two months ago. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who took office two 
months ago promising to 
accelerate Middle East peace 
tulles under way in Washing- 
. ton tins week, blamed “ter- 
rorist elements” but said they 
would not deter Israel’s drive 
for peace. 


Security sources stud it was 
the first time in at least a 
decade - that Palestinian 
nationalists had shot an 
Israeli policeman in the Holy 
City. 

Israeli security forces have 
voiced alarm at a rise in gun 
attack by Palestinians. 

Arabs have killed 97 
Israelis since the start of the 
Palestinian uprising in 1987. 
Israelis have killed 930 
Arabs. 


Rabin: Talks should be at higher level 


Continued from page 1) 

after the Nov. 3 U.S.' presidential 
election, official Syrian newspap- 
ers said Tuesday. 

The government-run Tishrin 
said Israel's latest stance was due 
to Arab determination for a set- 
tlement on all fronts, including a 
settlement for Palestinians in the • 
Israeli occupied territories. 

“The Israelis have thought that ' 
the current Arab situation would 
be a real chance to impose un- 
ilateral deals on Arab parties, but 
they were faced by their adher- 
ence to the principle of a compre- 
hensive solution,” Tishrin said. 

It said Israel has “fabricated 
delusive news about ipalring a 
breakthrough on the Syrian front, 
while matters on other fronts are 
still hanging, in a bid to sow 
doubt in the spirits of other Arab 
parties and to drag them into 
Israel’s Bosom and to dictate its 
will on them.” 

Mr. Rabin told IsraeTs parlia- 
ment Monthly be hoped to make 
peace with Syria sooner than be 
first thought, perhaps in less than 
half a year. 

Tishrin said the Israelis “have 
entered the American electoral 
battle against (President) Bosh, 
betting on overthrowing han and 1 
UDtkmnmng the peace process as 1 
well ... they, therefore, are not in 
a burry to bring any substantial > 


progress in peace 
A1 Baach, organ of the 
party of President Assad, 
Israel was “releasing statements 
and playing with words that con- 
tradict fact and reality.” 
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meant that the Palestinian side 
- has agreed to start from the “bot- 
tom up” as the UJL wants than 
to. Dr. Ashrawi replied in the 
negative. “We will present our 
own unifying principles which are 
the terms of reference of tee 
peace process, and then we will 
discuss substantive issues and 
subjects that are issues of priority 
for both sides. So instead of 
continuing the tug-of-war, where 
the Israelis would insist that we 
negotiate only on their terms of 
reference and on tbe basis of then: 
proposal, mid we would mast 
that they reaffirm and adhere to 
the principles of the negotiations, 
we said we will extract these 
subjects in common. That would 
form, in a sense neutral terri- 
tory,” she explained. 

Commenting on the scheduling 
of the next round, bow the U.S. 
elections play into the process, 
and whether the Palestinian team 
would prefer to hoLi off until 
after the elections, Dr. Ashrawi 
asserted that the Palestinian side 
is willing to resume another 
round following the Jewish holi- 
days, adding that while the* 
American elections “do influence 
the peace process,” tbe nego- 
tiators hope that the peace pro- 
cess has a life of its own- and that 
the U-S. polity commitment is 
not subject to tbe elections. 

In response to a question about 
possible. Israeli stalling. Dr. 
Ashrawi described the Israeli 
negotiators as being “quite en- 
trenched” m their position which 
was presented by the earlier gov- 
ernment. 

“There is a constant repetition 
of tee same themes and the same 
approach and the same mechan- 
isms,” she maintained. Dr. 
Ashrawi added that the Palesti- 
nian ride has been trying “in 
different ways to tty to achieve a 
breakthrough” and hopes that 
“tins last attempt in terms of 
defining neutral terrain or issues 
in common would enable a real - 
breakthrough to take place ” 

When asked about Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s 
announcement on Monday — 
that U.N. resolutions 242 and 338 
are tee basis of negotiations — 
she repfied that tee Palestinian 
side understands that. 242 is ap- 
plicable to all fronts as a basis ofL. 
negotiation, adding that there'.' 
have beak ’ “discrepancies” be--' 
tween Israeli public statements^ 
and their positions In the nego-* 
Hating room. Even within that 
broad commitment, she said, the 
Israelis still insist that Resolution 
242 does not apply to the interim 
phase or to negotiations with the 
Palestinians. That, she main- 
tained, is no change in the Israeli 
negotiating position. 

Syrian press briefing 

In her opening statement, Sy- 


rian spokeswoman Bushra Kana- 
fani told reporters that Monday's 
session with the Israeli delegates 
saw an exchange “of views and 
ideas around and about the text 
we bad started discussing last 
wfeek, and in general. 1 ’ She 
asserted that tbe gaps between 
the positions of the two delega- 
tions are stfll “very wide.” Ms. 
Kanafani considered that the ex- 
change of views and ideas re- 
mains “useful” for both parties 
and teat it might help tee peace 
talks move 'forward. 

Tbe goal of a comprehensive 
peace settlement is precious for 
all tiie parties involved in the 
peace talks, Ms. Kanafani said. 
“There are difficulties. There are 
obstacles, mountains to climb. 
But nothing is impossible l be- 
lieve, if there is the will and tbe 
necessary effort,” she added. 

She said that on sever*! occa- 
sions during the last week tee was 
reminded of an Israeli prediction 
by Yigal ADon, made in tbe. 
1970s. He predicted that one day 
the Arabs would sit down with 
the Israelis to talk about peace, 
and the Israelis would not know 
what to do, because Israel would 
be stuck with the occupied -terri- 
tories. “Appetite for tbe neigh- 
bours’ lands is not tbe recipe for 
peace. Security will be lost for 
everyone, to every party, and no 
one is excluded from that We do 
hope that the Israeli party, the 
Israelis in general nil! have the 
resolve ana tee will to meet tbe 
requirements for peace,” the 
spokeswoman said. Israel should 
convince the Arabs “that this 
prediction has not become a fact 
that gpvems their lives, their 
policies and, tbe future of tee 
region with all the grave reper- 
cussions,” she added. 

She concluded her opening 
statement by saying that the 
Israelis ' win have to work very 
hard if they want to achieve peace 
and security for themselves. She 
asserted once more that they can 
only reach peace and security for 
themselves within a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement. 

Asked whether discussion took 
place over the weekened with the 
U.SL ad minis t ra tion to get the 
negotiations back on track after 
the negative assessment by Syrian 
chief negotiator Muwaffaq Aliaf 
during Thursday’s briefing, Ms, 
Kanafani confirmed that' they had 
bees in-‘cohtSct with American 
officials, but she declined further 
comment on the issue. She ex- 
plained that Ambassador AOaf 
had not said that they were not 
going to' meet on Monday, and 
that therefore nothing had 
changed. She also denied that 
there bad been any changes in the 
Syrian position concerning the 
substance of the talks. 

Asked whether tbe Syrian tide 
felt disappointed by the fact teat. 


the U.S. administration did not 
wish to intervene more, she said 
Syria had nothing to be <fis- 

T rated about at this stage. 

response to a question about 
the impasse on tee Syrian-Israeli 
trade white Mr. Aliaf had talked 
about on Thursday, she explained 
that during Thursday's discus- 
sions of the Syrian text tbe two 
sides had reached a paragraph 
concerning Israeli withdrawal 
from Syrian occupied territory. 
“The Israeli position wasn’t 
music to our ears at an. They 
rejected our paragraph, but they 
refrained from putting forward 
any reformulation. We still be- 
lieve teat this kind of 'position of' 
no-position' on tbe table isn't 
helping the peace process move 
forward,” she said. She reiterated ' 
that the (fiscusstons on Monday 
helped the two sides to reach a 
deeper understanding of the 
other's positions. Ms. Kanafani 
declined to go into further detail 
about the negotiations dealing 
with the issue of Israeli withdraw- 
al from Syrian occupied territory. 

Asked whether the Syrian de- 
legation had been instructed by 
its government to deny press re- 
ports of a Syrian-Israeli settle- 
ment. Ms. Kanafani said that tee 
disagreed completely with Jhe 
analysis and interpretation of the 
Syrian position in Friday’s New 
York Times (that Syria and 
Israeli negotiators said they had 
reached agreement on several 
points in what they hope will be a 
joint document laying out the 
principles of an IsraeK-Syrian 
peace settlement). She said that . 
mere had been Arab press re- 
ports that were said to have cre- 
ated anxiety in certain Arab quar- 
ters. “We are disappointed with 
this kind of press, with this kind 
of Arab press. We are dis- 
appointed with anyone who 
claims that he is in a state of 
anxiety because of the position of 
Syria concerning tbe comprehen- 
sive settlement. We know that 
our position on the comprehen- 
sives of peace does not need 
reaffirming, (it) is well known to 
tbe Arab parties in this peace 
.process,” Ms. Kanafani said. 

Asked whether she considered 
there to be a lack of free dialogue 
between Israeli and Syrian dele- 
gates because the sessions are 
tape-recorded, she said that the 
two sides represent their govern- 
ments' policies. Therefore, she 
'stated, it was not a matter of free 
discussion, but of policies and 
positions. 

Asked whether the difference 
between the two parties was more 
one of terminology or principle, 
Ms. Kanafani said the difference 
was that the Israeli side wanted to 
discuss “every issue under the sun 
in depth, in length.” but tried to 
avoid discussion of Syrian occu- 
pied territory. She reiterated that 
the question of tee territory was 


of major importance for Syria 
and the bests for discussions for 
any other issue. 

Asked whether tee was more 
optimistic today with regard to 
drafting a common Syrian-Israeli 
“document of principles” at the 
end of this round, she replied that 
it was not practical under the 
drcumstancqs to set a date for- 
such a joint statement. But if tee 
exchange of ideas continued and 
created movement, there was still 
the possibility of a joint state- 
ment, she added. 

In response to a question on 
Syria’s boycott of the multilateral 
talks on arms control and recent 
reports of Syria purtearing (che- 
mical) weapons from India, Ms. 
Kanafani said that Syria did not 
participate in tee multilateral 
peace talks until now, because of 
the lack of progress in the bilater- 
al talks so far. She added that it 
was not helpful for progress in tee 
peace process to discuss the topic 
of arms purchases now, indicating 
that “tee other country (Israel) 1 
(fid not stop its armament, and 
ray response is on general 
grounds, not on a specific rumour 
that I deny. It's not mie.” 

Asked about Syria's willingness 
to continue the peace tails in 
October, Ms. Kanafani stated 
‘ that the question was under dis- 
cussion and that, in general 
■ terms. Syria did not .object to 
that. 

Asked why Syria did not come 
forward with a “conditional state- 
ment” that there would be nor- 
malisation of Syrian-Israeli rela- 
tions if all of tee Golan Heights 
was returned, tee said the Syrians 
have to be convinced first that the 
Israeli side “will not be stuck with 
the territories,” as Yigal Alton 
had predicted. She added that the 
occupied territories were the 
reason for the conflict in the 
Middle East, and that, therefore, 
“you cannot jump to talk about 
the results of putting an end to 
aggression while the other party 
is not telling you that be is wining 
to put an mid to his aggression. 
And my friends, the occupation is' 
a grave form of aggression” Ms. 
Kanfani said. 

Israeli press briefing 

Israeli spokesman Yossi Gal 
started Monday's press briefing 
by reiterating what he referred to 
as Israel's “commitment to pur- 
sue continuous negotiations” in 
order to facilitate substantial re- 
sults. To that effect, he 
announced that Israel is propos- 
ing teat the next round of bilater- 
al talks begin on Oct. 21, as soon 
as tee Jewish holidays are -over. If 
that date is problematic to any of 
the negotiating partners, Israel 
will “gladly'’ consider any other 
date in November, he said. “We 
believe that our chances for suc- 
cess will only be enhanced if we 
keep on moving with tbe negotia- 


tions,” be stated, adding that it is 
the hope of the Israelis that in tec 
remaining week of talks tee 
Israeli delegation will be able to 
make some progress in all nego- 
tiating tracks. 

Mr. Gal said Monday’s meet- 
ing with the Palestinians was con- 
ducted in the same fashion as 
Thursday's meeting: It was di- 
vided into two parts, both in 
format and content: 

1) Tbe first part of tbe meeting 
took place in the framework of 
the mil plenary and was dedi- 
cated to the exchange of com- 
ments on each other’s proposal. 
On Thursday, he said, “our- 
Palestinian friends” presented 
their comments on the Israeli 
proposal, and on Monday, it was. 
Israel’s turn to comment on the 
Palestinian proposal. 

2) The second part of the meet- 
ing took place between small 
groups — three on each side.' 
Discussions were held m those 
groups in an “informal manner” 
on tbe goals and tee concepts of 
these negotiations, he said. 

“This new patter, albeit a small 
change, is helpfoi to tee negotiat- 
ing process,” he said. He ex- 
. plained in answer to a question' 
that the negotiating sessions in 
tee Israeli-Palestinian track start 
off with a meeting between chief 
negotiators Dr. Haidar Abdul 
Shafi and Eiyakim Rubinstein 
and then move into the plenary 
meeting with 11 delegates on 
each side. The informal meetings, 
he said, are not tape-recorded as 
is the rest of tbe meeting, and do 
not include “experts.” 

Mr. Gal said that negotiations 
on the Syrian track, like all the 
other Middle East negotiations, 
are a complex and lengthy affair. 
The daily status of these talks 
should be judged in light of that 
complexity, be suggested. Last 
week witnessed an "unprop- 
ortionate mood swing in the 
assessment of the progress in (the 
Syrian-Israeli) track.” he said 
in an apparent reference to U.S. 
prisss reports. He cautioned' 
against “going into euphoria ev- 
ery time there is a smile ... and 
entering into depression ... over 
every grimace.” 

Monday’s talks with the Sy- 
rians are “back on track,” Mr. 
Gal said. The two stde^dentified 
some positive points in the papers 
under discusriop, he said, some- 
thing that needs to be developed 
further. He suggested that prog- 
ress could conceivably be made 
on that basis but was careful to 
point out that does not mean tee 
two sides are talking about more 
. offers. “We are still discussing 
tbe same documents. Our- goal, 
hopefully to be achieved by tee 
end of the week, ... remains ... 
the conclusion of a joint outline < 
of principles to guide our negotia- 
tions in the future,” he said. 

Mr, Gal said there was “not 


mnch to report” on Monday’s 
• negotiations with Lebanon, other 
than to say that tee two sides are 
still talking about the Israeli 
proposal to establish a mechan- 
ism within the negotiations to 
di s cu ss the “outstanding security 
issues” between tbe two coun- 
tries. 

During tbe question and 
answer session, Mr. Gal was 
asked how he could justify the 
optimism expressed by Israeli. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
his Sunday address to tee Knesset 

— that it is still possible to reach 
peace with Syria relatively shortly 

— while the prime minister con- 
tinues to reiterate tee position 
that Syria has to first commit 
itself to full peace before discus- 
sing withdrawal. Mr. Gal ex- 
plained that Mr. Rabin’s state- 
ment outlined what is expected in 
these negotiations: (1) “full 
peace” understood to include 
open borders, the free movement 
of people and goods between tbe 
two countries, diplomatic rela- 
tions, normalisation, embassies, 
peace treaties; and (2) any agree- 
ment reached with Syria stands 
on its own two feet. 

Mr. Gal refused to get into the 
details when he was asked about 
the Syrian demand in return for 
full peace — total withdrawal from 
occupied territories. 

Asked to comment on the Sy- 
rian statement that the Israeli 
team is not willing to discuss 
withdrawal, Mr.. Gal would only 
say that at this stage, there are 
two papers on the table — ail 
Israeli paper and a Syrian paper- 
outlining the two position^. 
“Both sides are trying to merge 
these two papers into one,” he 
said. 

The Israeli spokesman ex- 
plained in answer to another 
question teat “not new offers.” 
means that tbe Israeli delegation 
is not taking its paper back. “We 
are going over our paper trying fo 
... refute our language here and 
there, but basically the ideas are 
there in our original paper,” he 
said. 

Mr. Gal reiterated the Israeli 
position that the letter of assur- 
ance given by the U.S. to the 
various parties — which, he said, • 
is not binding on Israel — does 
not form the basis of the negotia- 
tions between Arabs and Israelis. 
Rather, he said, the letter of 
invitation is the only letter that is 
binding on Israel and tee only 
agreed basis for the process. That 
document, he said, “very clearly 
speaks on the terms of refer- 
ence.” 

With regards to the venue of 
the next round, Mr. Gal said the 
Israeli delegation is “open to 
suggestion.’' The important thing 
at this stage is to facilitate the 
resumption of talks, be said. “(If) 
it is Washington, so be it, it will 
be Washington,” he commented. 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR TREK5H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
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DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND , • RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 
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YOUR REST CHOKE 
IN JORDAN^ 

☆ Kais Drydean, 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair tr Engraving 
■it Keys Service 

■it Upholstry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821 MB, Fax 

liV. 



' J 




CHINESE FOOD 

Open dally. 

12M t ISM & 1839 - 233$ 

Tel: 93-314415 


J 



- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 

. rent and saje, fur- 
nished or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 

please .call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 
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| MANDARIN RESTAURANT | 

Special Chinese Foods 

Skilled Chinese Chefs 

1 • 

| Open 1L3QJ-JD A d.-flP-J i:3U djj^] 

Take away Is avaOaMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
1‘feL M192Z. Amman] 

Cocc Tasted 
jjj L, Always Lct/ed 



HlJRAWT 
The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
AhKyyahfiirte School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . 

6:30-\tidoigbt 

TeL 939999 
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' CHEN'S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing ■ 

. Estate, near Kilo 
V Supermarket 

Mongolian Bvbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 



TAIWAN TOURISM© 


w 

Mr. Chen. D. H. • 
Take away service 
& home delivery - 

Ope n daily 


12:00 - 15:30 18:30 - Midnight 
Near Third Circle, 
te Akilah Hospital 
I Amman, tel. 641(93 



NTERNAT.CHiSL 


Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 

Music 


BELLY DANCING 


Rg5:665121 



! The. First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


OAKUTEL 

,U2l|l|lB 


Amman -Tel 668193 
ffP.O Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
' Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence for 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 










w 



I 


Jahangir to quit squash 


)«ANNESBURG (R) — 
hangir Khan, the greatest 
uash player of all time, caused 
sensation at the World Open 
liampionsbip Monday by 
nOunting be is retiring at the 
d of the season. 

The 28-year-old Pakistani, who 
s- won the world crown six 
nes, said: "This is my last try 
r'the title. This is definitely my 
a season. 

'T am getting injured again and 
ain and it is very difficult to 
*p ta proper training. I am 
■der a lot of pressure. I don’t 
utt to risk losing in the first 
ufld of tournaments so I am 
lifting." 

Jahangir had just beaten Ger- 
ari number one Hansi Wiens 
-7 15-11 15-7 in the opening 
und, his first match for six 
onths because of a back injury. 
Jahangir Khan's decision to re- 


tire from squash marks the end of 
a golden era for a sport he has 
dominated for much of bis 12 
year career. 

The 28-year-old Pakistani, 
World Open champion .six times 
and British Open winner for 10 
years in a row, is one of an elite 
group to become legends during 
their sporting career. 

In fact he achieved it by the age 
of 22. 

Jahangir's record of over 500 
consecutive victories between 
April 1981 and November 1986 
was remarkable by any standards. 
In the fiercely competitive game 
of squash, it was incredible. 

And during that period of five 
years, seven months and one day 
be was only once extended to five 


On court he was supreme- And 
off court he accepted his sucoess 


with humility. The shy schoolboy 
who struggled to communicate 
when he appeared on the world 
circuit jn 1980 became a magnifi- 
cent ambassador for his sport and 
for his country. 

Yet his entry into squash was 
bom of tragedy. 

His elder brother Torsan Khan 
collapsed and died playing in 
Australia in 1979 and Jahangir, 
the young man from the village of 
Nawakille on the northwest fron- 
tier, was thrust forward to cany 
die family torch. 

His father Roshan won the 
British Open in 1957, and his 
relatives Hashim (winner seven 
times), Azam (winner four times) 
and Mohibnllah (winner in 1962) 
had dominated squash through- 
out the 50’s and 60’s. 

Jahangir had already proved 
bis credentials at the age of 15 by 
winning the world amateur tide. 


His entry on the wo rid circuit 
was dramatic indeed as he 
reached the British Open final at 
his first attempt in 1981 when he 
was beaten by Australian Geoff 
Hunt 

Later that year Jahangir defe- 
ated Hunt in Toronto to become 
the youngest ever Worid Open 
champion at the age of 17, less 
than six months later he won his 
first British Open. 

His total domination had be- 
gun and in 1984 he crossed the 
Atlantic to beat the Americans.at 
their own game hr the hardball 
version of the sport. In ' boxing 

terms he was. undisputed worid 

champion. 

The following year he captured 
his fifth World Open hr Cairo, 
where be also led Pakistan to 
team victory. He won his fourth 
British and retained Ins North 
American title. 


World Cup qualifying roundup 


Dutch without Gullit against Norway 


OSLO (R) — The Netherlands open their World Cup qualifying 
ampaign against Norway Wednesday without captain Rand Guffit and 
.vary of Scandinavian soccer outsiders after Denmark stripped 
diem of the European champions’ crown. 

Although weakened by Gullit’s absence after he opted out of 
die group two match for personal reasons, the Dutch can take 
heart from the form of bis club team mate Marco Van Basten who 
lias Scored six times in bis last three games for AC Milan. 

But Van Basten, who sees the Dutch and England as natural 
favourites in a group which also comprises Poland, Turkey and 
San Marino, said it would be dangerous to treat Norway too 
lightly. 

"Scandinavian soccer has a strong wind in its sails. Even though 
Norway have not been in any finals for a very long time, they are 
opponents one has to be sharp to beat," he said. 

_ Outsiders Denmark beat defending champions the Netherlands 
irC the semifinals of the European Championship in June on 


penalties, and went on to beat Germany 24) in the final. 

Norway began their World Cup qualifying campaign earlier tins 
month by thrashing San Marino 10-0 — the biggest victory in 
European Worid Cup qualifiers since West Germany hammered 
Cyprus 124) on their way to the 1970 Mexico finals. 

Norway, bidding to reach their first World Cup finals since 1938, 
mil be hoping to take advantage of the uncertainty and caution in 
tiie Dutch side, which had a poor' dress rehearsal in a friendly 
against Italy two weeks ago when they lost 3-2 after being 2-0 
ahead. 

“We will not play as attacking against Norway as we did against 
Italy,” coach Dick Advocaat said, adding that it did not mean that 
the Dutch would play too defensively. 

“We will be more careful in Oslo. But our play will still be 
directed forward.” 

Advocaat is without injured defender Berry Van Aerie, who 
mil be replaced by Ajax defender Sonny Sflooy. 


Denmark boosted by weakened Lithuania 


VILNIUS. Lithuania (R) — European soccer champions De- 
nmark's fears of another humiliation by an emerging Baltic nation 
were lifted when Wednesday’s Worid Cup opponents Lithuania 
were forced to name a weakend team. 

’ Lithuanian soccer federation president Vytas Dirmlinkis said 
fiiey stood little chance of matching last month's shock 0-0 draw 
against Denmark by neighbours Latvia since six key players, most 
of them based abroad, would be missing. 

‘ /.‘We are awaiting the game with great anxiety. We will be 
fielding what is virtually our second team against tire European 
champions and we can’t be too optimistic about the result,” be 
squl. 

* _ “We know that after the game with Latvia the Danish team will 
be more aggressive. But welt do our best to put on a spectacular 
ahd efficient game.” ’ ■ r} • 

t Danish manager Richard’Mdeller NiefS^/kmjwing'hissidefias 
.to dismiss the fledgling Baific team to erase the memory of the 


embarrassing draw in Latvia when his forwards had a nightmare 
of a game, was confident of victory although be had respect for 
Lithuania. 

“Lithuania play better soccer than Latvia. It .is a team which 
goes on the attack,” he said. 

“The first time I saw them they lost 4-0 to Austria in Vienna but 
they were actually the better team. But we should of course beat 
them.” 

Danish confidence has paradoxically been boosted by a 2-1 
defeat against Germany in Copenhagen this month in a friendly 
re-run of the European championship final, with the side playing 
welt and creating a host of scoring chances. 

' Lithuania,. the best adejof jfoe th^ee iiewiy^micpcadtitBaih'c , 
, repoNics, fan . already beaten i!&via 2-1 and polled off &’ surprise' 
2-2 draw away to Northern Irekm^ in befween losing to A&APih, 
1-0 in previous qualifying games. 


Latvia hopes to score another shock 


RIGA, (R) — Latvia, who held European champions- Denmark 
•to a shock goalless draw in a World Cup qualifier, plan another 
tactically defensive display in a bid to repeat the feat against Spain 
Wednesday. 

.Latvian coach Janis Gilis, whose side has only played eight 
matches since the country gained independence last year, said the 
learn would again damp down at the back and try to score on tire 
break. 

~ .“Our tactics will be tire same as they were against Denmark — 
mainly defence. Our attack is still not as good as it could be,” he 
said. 

The inexperienced Latvian forwards were almost totally shut 
out by Denmark last month and in Ireland earlier this month, 
'where they lost 4-0. 

But Gilis said: “There were no negative consequences from the 
.defeat against Ireland. It was a good lesson for us because we had 
never met a team which played like that before. 


“The team understands that Spain are a classy side. We can't 
forecast tire result, but it will be very difficult.” 

The Spanish side will be looking for markedly better perform- 
ance than in the first qualifying game in April, when they 
struggled to beat Albania 3-0 at home. 

The squad is virtually unchanged from the one which beat 
England 1-0 in a friendly two weeks ago in one of their best games 
for some time. 

The main absentee will be Real Madrid midfielder Michel 
Gonzalez, who left the field with a heel injury during last 
weekend’s game against Sporting Gijon. 

, Team coadi Javier Qemente based his team against England 
on Adetico MardkTs defence and Barcelona's attack and seems 
likely to stick to the same pattern against Latvia. 

One potential match-winner is m-femn attacking real Madrid 
Midfielder Martin Vazquez, who could help the Spanish side 
overcome its recent lack of variety in attack. • 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gullit, Milan ties are strained 

ROME (R) — Relations between AC Milan and their Dutch star 
Ruud Gullit have become very strained; according to the player’s 
teammate and compatriot' Marco Van Basten. Van Basten said 
Gulht felt the dub had.Iost faith in him after being dropped for 
the first three league games, and it Was undermining his 
confidence. '1 think tins is tire most, difficult period for Gullit 
since he came to Milan,” Van Basten told Italian newspaper 
“Gazzetta Dello Sport” in Amsterdam, prior to Wednesday’s 
Worid Cop tic against Norway in Oslo. “To play to his best, he 
needs to feel himself surrounded by total faith and when be senses 
that this trust is not unconditional, then he is immediately 
undermined.” The 30-year-oki Gullit, who has played in Euro- 
pean and Italian Cup games this season, is competing for one of 
the three foreign player places with Van Basten, Frank Rijkaard, 
Dejan Savkevic, Jean-Pierre Papin and Zvonimir Bo ban. 

Official dies in Paris i- Beijing Rally 

PARIS- (R) — A Chinese motor sport official became die third 
fatality of the Paris-Moscow-Beijing rally Monday after a road 
accident m western China- Rally co-ordinators said in a statement 
the unnamed official died when Ms vehicle hit an unlit trade 
parked in the middle of die road near tire town of Shanshan. “It 
was tire third death on the Rally. All have been on roads used by 
assistance veindes,” organisers said. Shanshan was the start point 
for Monday’s 316 km 16th stage, the first of three in the Gobi 
Desert. 

Veterans shine in Brazilian soccer 

RIO DE JANEIRO — Veterans Junior and Roberto, both aged 
38, scored a goal each to set up wins for their Brazilian soccer 
dubs at tire weekend. Junior, who played in the 1982 World Cup, 
scored for Flameugo in the Rio De Janeiro cframpioiiship with a 
25-metre shot from a free kick-as his team beat Fhnmnense 2-1. 
The goal was tire bright spot in a match marred by violence on the 
pitch and watched by a small crowd. Fewer than 6,000 saw a 
fixture which regularly attracted more Hum 100,000 in the heyday 
of Brazilian soccer. It was still the best attendance in the 
championship, where poor organisation, expensive tickets and 
saturation television coverage are blamed for keeping the fans 
away. Zinbo of Flameugo and Flumine use’s Sandro and Ezio 
were sent off in tire second half as players lost their tempers. 
Roberto, who played in tire 1978 Worid Cup^ opened the scoring 
for Rio championship leaders Vasco Da Gama as they thrashed 
America/Rio De Janeiro 44). Corinthians took tire lead in their 
group of the Sao Paulo championship but were booed off by their 
fans after struggling to overcome lowly Saocarlense 1-0. 

Hamburg to appoint new coach 

HAMBURG (R) — Struggling German Hist Division dub 
Hamburg hope to name a new coach by Wednesday after sacking 
Egon Coordes after just six months in the job. Hamburg, who are 
struggling near the bottom of the Bundesliga after taking just four 
points from their first seven games, said assistant Benno 
Moehlmann, who has taken over as caretaker coach, was in the 
running. Chairman Joergen Hunke said the north German dub 
were also interested in employing Karl Heinz Feldkamp who led 
Kaiserslautern to tire 1991 Bundesliga title and now coaches 
Turkish side Galatasaray. Coordes dearly had problems with the 
team and called for five players to be suspended and fined in his 
last hours at the dub for lack of discipline. 

Mansell *was ousted’ in favour of Prost 

LONDON (R) — World motor racing champion Nigel Mansell 
'said Monday be was pushed out of the Willia^ Fojparaj& gf^g^ 
.team in favour of. Frenchman Alain Prost- TbOlhtMrdmmv 
^announced last week be was leavingFonmila T^nfe'atthe r efoiTof 
•this season after protracted negotiations with Williams over a new 
contract broke down. He signed a $5.L5-miIlioii deal to drive fbr 
the Newman-Haas racing team in the 1993 Indy Car world series. 
Williams have yet to announce their drivers for next year but 
Mansell told report e rs at the launching of his new book. 'They 
said my team wanted Mansell then Prost. I suggest it was the 
other way round. Prost himself, three times world champion-, said 
last week he still had to decide if be would retain to Formula One 
after a break this season. 

Fischer Interested in playing Kasparov 

SVfc'll STEFAN, Yugoslavia (R) — Errant dress genius Bobby 
Fischer said Monday be was interested in playing against worid 
champion Garry Kasparov but not before the Russian govern- 
ment paid him royalties on a dress book. 'This government owes 
me some money for my book. I won’t forgive them that. After the 
debt is settled, negotiations about a match with Kasparov could 
start,” the American told a news conference in the Montenegrin 
resort of Sveti Stefan. Fischer, in relaxed mood, was answering 
questions after the end of the first part of his $5 million rematch 
against Boris Spassky — a repeat of their epic 1971 World 
Championship encounter in Reykjavik. 


Viaradona sold for $7. 5m 


UR1CH (AP) — Napoli has 
need to transfer soccer star 
iego Maradona to Seville for 
1.5 million, the president of the 
sanish dub said Tuesday. 
Sciville president Luis Cnervas 
iid' S3 million would be pad 
ifroai and the rest in install- 
rents. 

•Napoli president Comdo Fer- 
Ini said one of the conditions of 
to deal was that Maradona 
ould not be able to play in Italy 
ir two years- 


The two men spoke briefly to 
reporters after a meeting lasting 
nearly five hours at the Zurich 
headquarters of FIFA, worid soc- 
cer’s governing body which had 
tried to mediate in the dispute. 

The announcement ended 
weeks of wrangling and uncer- 
tainty over the future of the 
Argentine star. 

Maradona’s agent, Marcos 
Frandii, Monday said a tentative 
agreement had been reached to 
enable Maradona's transfer. 
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CHANGE WITH THE TIMES 
Both vulnerable. North deals. 
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Opening le&d: ? 

;• Suppose someone showed you the 
North-South hands only and asked 
you for the best line in six hearts. 
What would you reply? Move to the 
top of the class if you answered the 
question with a question: What’s 
the opening lead? 

-The auction is simple enough. 
Once North can jump to game, 
•drawing a hand that revalues to a 
full opening bid in support of hearts, 
Sr-ifth makes a move toward slam by 


cue-bidding the cheapest first- 
round control. When North can cue- 
bid in return, slam must be a good 
proposition. 

Let's suppose that the opening 
lead is a dub, won in dummy. The* 
best line is to take two finesses— a* 
simple finesse in trumps and a ruff- 
ing finesse in spades. Win the ace of 
chibs and run the 'queen of hearts. 
When that loses, you win any re- 
turn, draw the last trump, cash the 
ace of spades, cross to dummy with 
a chib ruff and run the queen of 
spades, discarding a diamond from 
hand if East does not cover. As long 
as East has the king of spades, you 
will be able to get two diamond dis- 
cards from hand on the spades. 

Now. let’s suppose the opening 
lead is a diamond. You can no longer 
afford the luxury of two finesses — if 
the first finesse loses, the defenders 
will cash a diamond to beat you. 
However, there is an alternative line 
that’s almost as good. 

Win the ace of diamonds and cash 
the ace of hearts in an attempt to 
drop the king. If his majesty doeA 
not come tumbling down, cash the 
ace of spades, cross to the ace of 
clubs and run the queen of spades. If 
East has the king of spades and the 
suit breaks no worse tfr”" 5-3. you 
are still home. 
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WORLD FAMOUS ATTORNEY 
REALIZED HE WAS IN 
OVER HIS HEAP.. 
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Auriol wins Australian Rally 


PERTH, Australia (R) — Lancia 
driver Didier Auriol moved clos- 
er to securing France’s first 
Worid Rally Drivers’ Cham- 
pionship with a record sixth vic- 
tory of the year in the Australian 
Rally near Perth Tuesday. 

Auriol maintained his trend of 
winning every rally he has com- 
pleted this season with an aggres- 
sive drive that enabled him to 
lead the 536 Ion event from the 
second of its 35 special stages. 

Lancia, which sealed the 
Manufacturer’s Championship 
last month, also continued its 
dominance of international ral- 
lying with Finland’s Juha Kank- 
kunen given the Martini racing 
team the top two places in the 
event. 

Auriol completed the distance 
in' five hours 13 minutes 12 
seconds to have a one minute 41 
seconds advantage over Kank- 
knnen. Carlos Sainz of Spain was 
another 23 seconds down in his 
Toyota Celica. 

A mishap for Kankkunen dur- 
ing Monday’s 24th stage south of 
Perth proved extremely costly for 
the three-time winner of Rally 
Australia. 

Kankkunen damaged his car's 
suspension along the 22 km sec- 
tion and finished the stage more 
than two minutes behind Auriol. 

“I was trying to catch Carlos 
(Sainz) because it was too hard to 
catch Didier, he was moving way 


too fast.” Kankkunen said, 

“The car worked well after 

fixing the suspension irouble but 

we are a long way behind. 

Former world champion An 
Vatanen of Finland retired due to 
a seized gearbox in his Subaru on 
stage 20. He was then in third 
place 87 seconds behind AunoL 

Auriol’s victory has pushed 
him almost one win dear of Sainz 
with four events remaining in the 
year. 

The 33-year-old has been 
triumphant in Monte Carlo, Cor- 
sican, Acropolis, Argentinian, 
Finnish and Australian rounds of 
the world championships. 

Auriol admitted bis buffer over 
Kankkunen going into Tuesday s 
final five stages enabled him to be 
sure of his latest success. 

“I was going easy today ami it 
was a lot of fun for a change," he 
said. 

“It is nice to finish one-two but 
we have more rallies to go before 
we can celebrate too much." 

Perth Mitsubishi driver Ross 
Dunkerton proved his worthiness 
of a pre-event top 10 ranking with 
his fifth pladng, more than 23 
minutes off the pace bur enough 
to be the leading Australian en- 
try. 

“There wasn’t any attack from 
me today," Dunkerton said. “It 
was a case of just holding position 
although there wasn't any prob- 
lem with the car." 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



want Stanley to notice my jewelry 
wear onion rings for bracelets!” 



TH AT SCRA MBLED WOftD'&AME 1 
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U ns cramble these four Jumbles.- 
one tatter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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A GUY WHO IS AL- 
WAYS LATE FOR 
WORK TS EITHER AW 
EXECUTIVE, OK THIS; 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


** inn^ mnn 


Saturday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; GAVEL IRONY DOOMED HORROR 


A NERD 


you C 
HOtf 


THE Daily Crossword by Fred Toole 


ACROSS - 
1 Subordinate: 
abbr. 

5 'The — Not 
Taken” (Frost) 

9 Food fish 

13 Sp. painter 

14 Triple crown' 

15 Orchestra 
member 

16 Metric foot 

17 Art form 

19 Vote agatost . 
2t Greet ■ 

22 Big bird* 

23 — up (tn-hking)' 
-25 (beat waters 
27 Inttie pest 

29 Tiny partteto 
31 Awa 

35 Supply with a 

crew 

38 Free-for-sfl 
38 Deride, ioMnefy 

36 Included with 
41 Jafcitad masses 

43 AdhwMl 1 

44 Stadium 
sections'.' 

46 Stairway pec 
43 New Guinea 
4ft Shoe part 

51 Cinch 

52 

53 Ui 

55 Curl the Bp 

80 — 

62 

65 Works 
Epstein 

68 Cognisant ' 

of 

69 Whet 
70fteemten 

71 if l — 

‘ (nHon_ H ; 

72 Major and 

73 aw over 

74 Customer . 

. DOWN 

1 Money 
exchange - 

' 'pramhmv 

2 Daytime TV 
•how 


a 

sa 

a 


■ 

■ 

■ 


■ 

B 

■ 


m 

■ 

■ 




3 Beethoven ‘ 
works 

4 Forbidden 

5 Met . 

'6 Legal vow 
7 Extents 

-8 Com. city 
ft Dove’S caB 

10 Up to the task 

11 Sobob' 

12 UrrmtancJ 
14 Loudspeaker 
18 ‘'—do Lune" 
20 Bridge term 
24 Distributes 
26 Air potation 
Z7VJofinname 
28 Urchin 

30 Encounters 

32 S ome da ncers 

33 Customary 

34 Iron and carbon 
37 kfyfltc Spots 
.40 Thy bit 

42 ftice or ometet 
45 Sir* 

47 Had., 


0nnra nnnnn 

anon nnrann 
gnop-nnnin nnnnrc 
nnnnnnnn 
nranninn nnriDu 

nnnHHSS HER. 

nr?n nronnn 
ggnn nnnnriGrannn 
mn nun mnnn 

nnriunn 
nnr^nnnn nnnnn 

Nona omnr: 
nrcnnn nnnn nrann 


50 Amatory ’ 61 Saharan.. 

4*QIS£!^ var - 63 Protuberance 
85*2.*^ 64 Growl 

57 Tennis Star ■ 66 Majors 
MHigWandBr 67 Noth* alt 

58 Kick e rattan soft. 
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tcc partially disconnects service to 
customers who failed to pay their bills 


'AMMAN (Petra) — The Tele- 
communications Corporation 
(TCC) has partially disconnect ed 
telephone services to 30,000 sub- 
scribers who have failed to pay 
their bills on time. 

TCG Assistant Director Gener- 
al Adel Shamaileh said that in a 
niealter of days, the TCC re- 
connected 10,000 telephones for 
Subscribers who paid their does. 
' Two weeks are given to sub- 
scribers to pay their dues after 
they receive bills by pose. If they 
fail to do so, . they risk partial 
disconnection of the service, 
Much means they can receive 
calls but not make them, said Dr. 
Shamaileh. 

Should the subscribers still foil 
to respond 37 days after receiving 
the notifications, they risk losing 
Ihezr telephone subscription and 
they would have to submit new 
applications for new telephones 
and pay the required fees like 
new subscribers, said Dr. Sha- 
re] ail eh. ■ 

■ The TCC this month termin- 
ated its service to 2500 persons 
for failing to respond after the 
Gapse of 37 days, he said. 

Private subscribers in the Am- 
nan area are indebted to the 
PCC by JD 5 million and govern- 
ment departments are indebted 
ry another JD 1 million, which 


Panel urges 
more active 

By Comma Hadkfi 

- Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The law gives Jorda- 
nian women the right to vote, to 
run for parliamentary elections, 
ind to participate in various 
aspects of public fife, yet most 
Jordanian women choose not to 
participate in public activities, 

J {specially in politics; this way the 
I toy issue for debate at an open 
, Miiel Monday evening. 

The panel discussed the 
i reasons behind this and suggested 
1 Possible solutions. The panel, en- 
: 3 tied “The Importance of the 
participation of Women iu Poli- 
Mcai Decision Making,” was 
[ organised by the Arab- American 
j Anti-Discrimination Committee 
•ADC) -and consisted of Ms. 

■ Madia AfiouL Ws,_Asma Khajder, 

, Vfs. Wijdan Sake# .and Ms. Afekft' 4 
Aba.-01baj.-»r-- . 

- The panel spokfcito an audience- j „ 
rf about '150- people aboutildbe < 
jnportance of women's partidp#- " 
ion in politics,” since the laws 
hat are passed by policy makers 
affect women as well as men.” 

' ”Laws are created to protect 


means that the TOC has to collect 
JD 6 million so as to continue to 
provide die telephone services 
regularly, according to Dr. Sba- 
maileh. 

The fends sue needed by die 
TCC not only to continue its 
service but also to finance part of 
its projects, he said. 

Dr. Shamaileh said that the 
TCCs five-year development and 
expansion plan 1 which will in- 
crease telephone lines and mod- 
ernising the present telephone 
networks in the Kingdom will 
cost JD 300 miliioiL 

“Normally, we issue bills and 
distribute 1 them through the post 
offices around the country ■and 
normally 90 percent of the sub- 
scribers pay their dues within the 
two-week period, be pointed out. 

Dr. Shamaileh said that un- 
clear addresses, Lck of sufficient 
post office boxes and negligence 
on the part of subscribers' cause 
the delay in payment, thus 
prompting the TCC to partially 
sever and later disconnect tele- 
phone services. 

. He said 85 per cent of the 
subscribers receive their bills 
through post offices and 15 per 
cent receive them through other 
means like places of work and 
shops which explains why some of 
the bills arrive late. 


While the TCC will continue its 
endeavours to ensure that the 
bills will arrive at their destina- 
tion, it has do choice bat to 
pursue the policy of severing the 
telephone services for subscribers 
who fail to pay their dues. Dr. 
Shamaileh added. 

He said that subscribers can 
make their payments through the 
Jordan and Housing banks or 
through the TCCs centres in 
Amman' and other govemorates 
between the fifth and the 20th of 
each' month. 

He said, the , TCC sends out 
teams of employees each day to 
collect the paid bills from the 
various banks so as to ensure fair 
treatment for all subscribers. 

In the first half of the coming 
month, he said, the TCC will start 
applying the same metbodto all 
the other govemorates where 
subscribers would have to pay 
their dues to the TCC on a 
monthly basis on equal footing 
with Amman residents. 

Some subscribers who were 
standing in queues to pay their 
dues told the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, that they did not re- 
ceive their bills through the post 
offices. Some said that they 
waited for four hoars in order to 
pay their bills at the TCC centres. 


women to assume 
role in political life 


the rights of those who malm 
them,” said Ms. Khader. “If 
everyone participates in politics, 
then everyone’s rights will be 
protected,” she said, adding that 
before parliamentary elections 
were held in November 1989, 
virtually all decision maker*, in 
the country were men. “Even 
today, with few exceptions, all 
the high government positions 
are occupied by men, including 
the judicial system where no 
female judge was ever 
appointed,” Ms. Khader said. 

Ms. Saket said that in order to 
increase women’s participation in 
public fife, better organisation 
and pressure groups are needed. 
“Since there is no female quota 
for a pp oi ntments to (the upper 
House of parliament) Senate, 
-women shouhttiry* to .pa rtic ip ate 
in it,” she said. Ms. Saket also 
t)uot<xfstatistics'thaf showed the 
..nigh level of education add litera- 
<-cy among Joidasiaipwoiifb^who 
constitute almost half the popula- 
tion. In 1989, and for the first 
time. Jordanian women had the 
right to vote and run for par- 
fiamentary elections, yet none of 


the 12 women that ran was 
elected. 

While this ' shows a willingness 
on the part of a number of 
Jordanian women to actively par- 
ticipate in politics, it also shows 
that the society is not ready yet to 
endorse this participation, she 
said. 

Ms. Abu Olba said that it was 
wrong to see women as victims of 
society, because that implies in- 
activity on their part. “Jordanian 
women have been asking for their 
political rights since the founding 
of the Kingdom,” she said. She 
said that it was important for 
women to earn their rights based 
upon their own needs and capabi- 
lities. 

This view was endorsed by Ms. 
Saket, who said that Jordanian 
wonwm^^ neyer waited for their 
rights to be' given in them, but 
have taken ibcnt themtelves. 

Following the presentation by 
the panelists, a lively 'audience 
debate raised issues ranging from 
# gender disparities to child rights 
reflecting the wide range of 
ideologies present m the auefi- 


Jewish settlers continue to occupy 
homes in Arab Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Petra) — Department 
or Palestinian Affairs at the 
foreign Ministry reported Tues- 
lay that 15 Jewish families last 
uouth .occupied seven Arab 
iomes in Arab Jerusalem in a bid 
o increase the Jewish presence in 
he holy city and gradually evict 
cs Arab inhabitants. 

The department quoted Arabic 
iaily newspapers published in the 
ecu pied territories as denying 
umours that the Arabs were 
riling their homes to Israelis in 
erusalem, saying that “the 
irabs were not selling anything 
nd the homes were being confis- 
ated by force by settlers opposed 
5 the Middle East peace pro- 
ess." 

In the past month, the Israeli 
uthorities confiscated 1448 
unums of Arab land in the West 
&nk and Gaza, thus raising to 
.1 million dunruns the total area 
f land confiscated by the Israelis 
nee the 1967 occupation of the 
jubtand, the department said m 

statement. 

The department quoted state- 



ments by die Israeli Peace Now 
movement and' the Jerusalem In- 
formation Centre as saying that 
the present Labour government 
in Israel was trying to raise the 
number of Israeli Jews settling in 
Arab Jerusalem to 160,000 in two 
years. 

The statement said that the 
Peace Now movement believes 
that the Israeli settlers are being 
encouraged in their practices by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin government's failure to 
five up to its pledges to halt the 
settlement programmes. Furth- 
ermore, it said, the Israeli author- 
ities have -been helping the set- 
tlers by building roads and laying 
die necessary infr a structure to 
help expand' present settlements 
built on Arab lands. 

It said that die public freedoms 
and human rights of Palestinians 
in the occupied territories are 
being continuously violated. In 
the past month, 154 Palestinians, 
from the West Bank and Gaza 
were, put on trial before military 
courts and sentenced to periods 
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Amaireti attends cultural week 

AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary General of the Ministry of Culture 
Mohammad Naji -Amaireh left Amman for Spain Tuesday to 
participate in the activities of the second Jordanian cultural weds 
held as part of the Seville International Expo activities. Mr. 
Amaireh said the week, which will be held from Sept. 23-30, wQl 
include seminars and lectures on cultural relations between 
Jordan and Spain, relations between the Arabs and Andalusia 
and the direct impact of the Arab-Islamic presence in Andalusia 
on the Arab civilisation. 

Jordan, Australia sign air transport agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation re p resenting the Civil Aviation' 
Authority (CAA) returned to Amman from Sydney Tuesday after 
a week-long visit to Australia during which it conducted talks with 
officials from the Australian Qvfl Aviation Authority. CAA 
Director General Ahmad Juweibir, who headed the delegation, 
said the two sides initialled an agreement on airtransport between 
Jordan and Australia and discussed scopes of cooperation in civil 
aviation. According to the agreement, Mr. Juweibir said, the two 
rides will operate flights between the two countries. Based on 
this, the Royal Jordanian (RJ), win open a 1 direct route linking 
Amitian with Sydney to serve Jordanian and Arab expatriates in 
Australia, he said. 

i 

Ruweished named Al Karameh 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Tuesday naming 
the border post linking' Jordan' with Iraq Al Karameh. The old 
name of the post was Ruweishid. 


Oman to host . 
Jordanian 
cultural 
week 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
organise its first cultural week in 
the Omani capital of Muscat in 
the coming month in order to 
acquaint the Omani public with 
Jordanian culture and to bolster 
Jordani an-O mam cultural rela- 
tions. 

Ministry of Culture Secretary 
General Mohammad Amaiieh 
said that the Jordanian cultural 
week, which wQl open in Muscat 
on OcL 3, wifi indude three 
exhibitions; a paintings exhibi- 
tion, an exhibition of embroider- 
- ies and handicrafts, and an ex- 
hibition displaying books and 
publications issued by the Minis- 
try of Culture or Jordanian pub- 
fishing houses. 

. The event, he said, will include 
three lectures on "The University 
and die Modern Age,” “Social 
Development in Jordan’s Rural 
Regions,” and “CuItonJ Life in 
Jordan.” He said three Jordanian 
poets will recite also poetry. 

Oman's Ambassador to Jordan 
Mohammad Ben Sultan told the 
’ Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
Jordanian-Omani relations are 
“unique and progressing all the 
time in the political, economic, 
cultural, educational and sports 
fields.” 


Cypriot team 
due in Amman 
to sign trade 
agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — A trade 
team from Cyprus is due in Am- 
man Wednesday to sign an agree- 
ment on expanding the volume of 
i trade between Cyprus and Jor- 
dan. 

Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce officials said that die team, 
which represents the private in- 
dustrial and services sectors in 
Cyprus, mil conduct meetings 
with merchants and businessmen 
through the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce. 

They said that the team wifi 
discuss steps to export Cypriot 
children’s toys, construction 
materials, electric appliances, car 
sanitary equipment, food 
*tuffs, : dy«s. alarm, systems, 
jdothes and- sboies to Jordan. 

' TheuCyprioUcam. will also dis- 
play water pomps, cosmetics, 
electric turbines, electric cables 
and construction materials at the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce 
and hold meetings with indus- 
trialists 





Jordanians dance on the streetsfcfe as part of the celebrations 
who returns home Thursday (Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


markin g the recovery from fibres* of His Majesty King Hussein, 


The drums beat, bagpipes skirl as 
country prepares for King’s return 


By Rana Sabtagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — The- country is pre- 
paring “the celebration of all 
celebrations” to welcome His 
Majesty King Hussein home 
when he returns from cancer 
surgery in the United States. 

Bedouin leaders from the pro- 
vinces, with camels bought for 
ritual slaughter, have pitched 
their tents in Amman and hun- 
dreds of thousands of people are 
expected to pour into the streets 
to dance and wave banners when 
the 57-year-old monarch flies in 
from London on Thursday. 

At night, die Arab drums are 
already beating and the bagpipes 
skirling as the tribesmen dance 
and Sing the praises of their King 
and country. Some urban passers- 
by join in. 

By day loudspeakers through- 
out the city blare out “Hasbemi, 
.Ha&heim,” .a nationalist - song 
celebrating the King'S' descent 
from Hash cm, the great- 
grandfather of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

A welcoming committee 
headed by Prime Munster Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker says up to a 
million people — one third of the 


country’s population — will line 
main streets decked with ban- 
ners, posters and flags. 

•Children will have the day off 
school and government ministries 
and shops will dose (bra national 
holiday. 

“Thursday will be the celebra- 
tion of all celebrations,” said 
Mitleq Salem, a tribal leader sit- 
ting outside a typical bedouin tent 
set op on an Amman roadside. 

His tribe, like tens of others 
who five in remote areas of the 
Kingdom and form the bedrock 
of support for King Hussein, have 
hurriedly pitched their goat and 
camel-hair tents on empty lots,, 
where they offer passers-by cof- 
fee and sweets. 

“We are swarming on the 
capital from all over the country 
to greet him,” said Mohammad 
Fayez, a member of the 100,000- 
strong Bam Sakhr tribe from 
central Jordan. 

■” ‘TJeKeve me, no matter what 
Are do, nothing is 'enough to 
match our happiness over his safe 
return and express our gratitude 
to God Almighty for keeping him 
for us,” he said. 

The fervour has also infected 
Jordanians of Palestinian" origin. 


including those in the refugee 
camps. 

Banners have been hung in the 
‘camps welcoming back the King, 
who recently celebrated 40 years 
on the Throne. 

King Hussein, who had a kid- 
ney removed at the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minnesota in mid- 
August. has asked Jordanians to 
make donations to charity rather 
than spend money on celebra- 
tions. 

But in addition to a fund for 
the poor which has collected ab- 
out JD 1 million, Jordanians are 
buying hundreds of sheep and 
camels to slaughter in the streets 
in traditional sacrificial gestures 
of thanksgiving. 

Royal Air Force pilots in train- 
er and fighter aircraft will greet 
and escort the Royal plane, pi; 
loted by King Hussein himselfi 
from the moment it enters Jorda- 
nian airspace. 

Relatives and about 400 offi- 
cials, including the Prime Minis- 
ter, security leaders and digriiiar- 
ies from the eight govemorates 
will shake bands with the King at 
the airport. 

King Hussein’s doctors say he 
has made a full recovery. 


Motorcade to 
pass through 
downtown, 
Third Circle 
and Jabal 
Hussein 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A govern- 
ment committee preparing the 
official celebrations of His Majes- 
ty King Hussein’s return home 
has said that the Royal motor- 
cade of the King will proceed' 
from Amman Airport in Mark a 
to the Basman Palace, passing 
through downtown Amman, the 
Third and Fourth Circles in Jabal 
Amman and Jabal Hussein. 

Secretary General of the Minis- 
try of Interior Salameh Hammad, 
die committee’s rapporteur, told 
Jordan Television on Tuesday 
that 53,000 students and 2500 
scouts will gather along the road 
from the airport, waving portraits 
of the King and national flags. 

According to Mr. Hammad 
special areas along the route of 
the King's motorcade wifi be de- 
“signated for representatives of 
different govemorates of the 
Kingdom. 


Seminar emphasises viability of 
industrial subcontracting 


Jordan, Syria sign teleco mmuni cations agreement 


ranging from several months to 
several years. Furthermore, the 
department said the Israeli au- 
thorities last month demolished 
■ 23 Arab homes, sealed off six 
others, killed seven Arab citizens 
and injured hundreds of others in 
dashes with the local Arab 
. population. 

“Search campaigns are con- 
tinuing and they cover refugee 
camps, villages and towns where 
Israelis detain Palestinian youth 
for resisting occupation measures 
or failing to pay the heavy taxes,” 
s aid the statement 

At least 23 Arab youths have 
died during torture in Israeli jails 
since .1988, said the department. 
It said that various forms fb tor- 
ture are being applied, against 
Arab detainees who are treated 
' in an inhuman manner and dep- 
rived of their basic human rights. 

The statement said that cur- 
fews are imposed from time to 
time on towns and refugee camps 
and the demolishing of homes is 
continuing una b ated. 


Committee 
expresses 
concern over 
Vatican-Israeli 
detente 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Joint i 
fslamic-Christian committee 
Tuesday expressed deep concern 
over the Vatican's announcement 
that.it was forming a committee 
to normalise relations with Israel. 
The Islamic Christian Committee 
appealed to Pope John Paul tt to 
reconsider this sodden detente 1 
with Israel despite its occupation 
•of Jerusalem. 

to a messsage to the Pope, the' 
committee said the po rmafetatirw i 
of relations between die Vatican 
and Israel will give Israel a 
chance to politically exploit die . 
Vatican's position.' 

It said that any dialogue be- 
tween Israel and the Vatican will 
definitely affect the right of the 
Palestinian people to self- 

de termination^ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Industry and 
Trade Minister Abdullah Eraonr 
Tuesday stressed the importance 
of the work of teams involved in 
industrial subcontracting to boost 
cooperation in industrial fields 
among Arab countries and with 
foe world at large. 

The minister who was addres- 
sing members of a steering com- 
mittee farmed by a three-day 
seminar on industrial subcon- 
tracting in the Arab region, said 
that Rich meetings should be 
intensified so as to arrive at the 
aspired objectives. 

Members of the- steering com- 
mittee earlier held a -two-day 
meeting at the Regency Palace 
Hotel in Amman to review the 
outcome of the seminar which 
was at te n d ed by delegates from 
Egypt. Jordan, Morocco and 
Tunisia. 

The seminar on industrial sub- - 
contracting in the Arab World 
was held between Sept 19 and 
21 . 

The event, organised within 
the framework of a project for 
the development of an Arab sub- 
contracting system was financed 
by the Umted Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation (UN- 
IDO). . 


WHAT’S 


According to sources at the 
Ministry of Industry, UNIDO is 
carrying out a number of similar 
programmes for the promotion of 
subcontracting in developing na- 
tions all over the world with the 
objective of introducing success- 
ful industrial management techni- 
ques and stimulating new forms 
of cooperation among small-scale 
industries. 

Subcontracting is widely used 
in Europe, Japan and the United 
States to maximise productivity 
and manufacturing flexibility in 
order to cope with a rapidly 
changing market demand while 
ensuring the fastest possible re- 
turn of investments,” the officials 
added. 

The ministry officials said sub- 
contracting agreements are 
reached mostly between medium- 
size, large industrial enterprises 
and smaller specialised com- 
panies for the supply of parts to 
be incorporated in the final pro- 
ducts. 

Participants at the seminar, 
which was conducted by a team of 
UNIDO experts, included mana- 
gers and staff members of indust- 
rial firms in Morocco, Egypt, 
Tunisia and Jordan. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Syria Tuesday signed an agree- 
ment cm regional communica- 
tions linkage to ensure expanded 
communications services with the 
outride world. 

An official statement following 
the signing of the agreement said 
that the project entails laying 
communications cables through 
Damascus. Dera in Syria to 
Ramtha and Amman. The Syrian 
ride is currently executing its part 
of the project between Damascus 
and Dera, and the two rides wifi 
connect the Dera-Ramtha stretch 
of the cable, which will be linked 
to Amman. 

Under the agreement, each 
country will cover the cost of the 
cables laid in its territory. 

The agreement was signed by 
Minister of Post and Communica- 
tions Jamal Saraireh and bis Sy- 
rian counterpart Mohammad 
Martini along with tile directors 
of the telecommunications cor- 
porations in Jordan and Syria: 
Ahmad Nawawi and Manam 
Obeid respectively. 

Following the signing cere- 
mony, the Syrian minister ex- 
pressed his country’s satisfaction 
with- the move, which, he said, 
would further bolster Syrian- 
Jordaman relations. 

The agreement, he said, would 
serve as a cornerstone for further „ 



Minister of Post and Comnnmkations Jamal Saraireh (right) and 
his Syrian counterpart Mohammad Martini Tuesday sign an 
agreement to fink the two countries’ telecommunications networks 
(Petra photo) 


moves aimed at competing the 
'process of integration in com- 
munications fields between Jor- 
dan and Syria and then with the 
other Arab countries. 

Mr. Nawawi and Mr. Obeid 
earlier conducted talks aimed at 
boosting cooperation in telecom- 
munications fields. 

They discussed increasing the 
number of telephone channels 


enable the two countries to boost 
their communications with the 
outride world. They also discus- 
sed the mechanism for the imple- 
mentation of the agreement. It 
was announced Tuesday also that 
Mr. Nawawi will go to Damascus 
Wednesday to take part in the 
63rd meeting of the board of 
directors of the Arab Satellite 
Communications Organisations 




☆ Exhibition entitled “A Dia- 
logue in Expression” — 
works on paper by Naz 

rtf r pmnllah Nahfhi BfUmi 

and Dodfi Taboo at the 
National Gallery, Jabal 
Luwdbdeb Park. 

* Exhibition entitled “The 
Horizon” by Artist Qasem 
Al Samir and Nofah Al 
RabPi at the Hooting Barit 
GaBcry. 

it R i MhirtoH of paintings aad 
ceramics by Iraqi artists 
Bahtin Al - Hakeem and 
Sqjidah Al Madutykhee, at 
. Aik Art GaDery. 

* Art exhibition by Turkish 
artist Satahat at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 



☆ of vuiphir * and 

enamel on copper by Mons- 
tafa AH and Shrtcn Mala at 
Baladna Art Gaiety. 



ARABIAN NIGHT AT MARRIOTT: Under the"patronage of 
Her Royal Highness Princess Alia Bent Al Hussein and Mr. 
Mohammad Al Saleh, the Amman Marriott Hotel hosted a 
memorable. Arabian night at the London Marriott Hotel, in 
cooperation with Royal Jordanian and the Loudon Marriott 
International sales. The purpose of the event was to boost tourism 
in the Kingdom. Twenty incentive and conference organisers 
attended a presentation about Jordan delivered by toe director of 
sales at the Amman Marriott, Joseph Khouri, together with slides 
and video shows. The latest photographs of Petra by Jane Taylor 
were also exhibited. 


between Amman and Damascus .due to start in the Syrian capital 
•saying that' toe linkage would Thursday. 


/ggjN JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO„ LTD. 
FERTILIZER UNIT 

invuahon to tender no. mm 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 
39F/92, for the supply of 20,000-25,000 
metric tons of wet aluminum hydroxide. 

The tender documents are available at' 
JPMC offices in Amman, Supply Depart- 
ment Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of 
JD(250) for each set of tender documents. 
The closing date for submission tender is i 
.12:00 hours local time Saturday, October 10, 
1992. 

Thabet Taher 
Managing Director 
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Power of information 


THE RESOLUTIONS adopted by Arab information 
ministers this week, following tbeir three-day meeting 
in Cairo, are a symptom of the present-day Arab order 
or lack of it: Weak, fragmented and embarrassed. Of 
course no one expected more from the ministers. At 
the same time the honourable gentlemen should not be 
bekl accountable or blamed for the Arabs’ current 
state of affairs. We see no escape at the moment from 
what at least some of the ministers tried to pursue and 
achieve: Pan-Arab reconciliation. This must be the 
least that the chiefs of Arab information ministers 
could endeavour to attain. Tim ministers and their 
governments must have had enough of inter-Arab 
implicit fighting and explicit basiling in the media. An 
end to media attacks is therefore only a pretnde to 
Arab political reconciliation. As we welcome such 
move as necessary and basic we would caution against 
day attempt to gag genuine attempts by intellectuals 
and writers and ordinary citizens to endeavour anjl 
delve into and debate the causes that led to the collapse 
of the old, pre-Gnlf crisis Arab order. Nor should any 
reconciliation be used as an alibi to crackdown on 
dissident voices that did not approve of the old order 
or those who might not be prepared to sanction any 
new one. Atony inteUectoals and thinker s believe that 
it had been attempts like these, to forget and forgive on 
.the spur of the moment, that led the Arabs to their 
present state of affairs. We most not forget that it was 
toe old order of fringe that led us to the present 
h a r mf ul and damaging status quo. 

\ One would have expected the ministers, presumably 
picked Gram among toe foremost Jriteflectuals in their 
■own countries, to earnestly look and candidly debate at 
4east the old information policies oftoeir own states 
flutt have contributed‘1te brmgfiig^Us where we are 
.how. White we realise that it is part of the task of 
ministers to sore their own governments’ interests, we 
genuinely befieve tint information ministers are dHty- 
hound by virtue of their own jobs to keep their people 
’nccaratety informed ou political, social, economic and 
historical issues at all times. This has been correctly 
called the age of information, not only because of the 
abundance of material and facts and figures, but 
because of the power to inform people and make their 
participation in deasHm-making all the more effective. 
HopefoDy when next time Arab ministers of informa- 
tion meet they win have this in their minds, For unless 
they think first of the people they are supposed to sore 
their resolutions will always be.weak and somewhat 
shy. 


AL Ral Arabic daily Tuesday called on Jordan to boycott the 
ongoing talks in Washington after Israeli Prime Minster Yitzhak 
Rabin's statements in the Knesset and Washington's total bias 
towards the Zionists. It is an insult for all the Arabs to remain 
committed to the peace talks at a time when they realise that they 
are being despised by the Americans and their Israeli allies, said 
the daily. Mr. Rabin and Mr. Bush, intent on humiliating the 
Arabs, are treating us with contempt and ignoring our rights, the 
paper continued. Mr. Rabin has announced be wants peace with 
Syria that would ensure open borders, an exchange of diplomatic 
missions and normal relations, before he can contemplate the idea 
of withdrawing Israeli forces from the Golan, said the paper. 
What the Arabs need to do now, the paper demanded, is to pull 
out from the peace negotiations, which are leading nowhere, in 
order to expose the Israelis and their allies and force Mr. Bosh to 
face a dilemma. Mr. Bush, said the paper, wants the negotiations 
to continue as a ploy to win the coming presidential elections and 
the Arabs ought to deny the president this dream as long as be is 
doing nothing to re-establish justice. The paper said, it is enough 
.to see the American attitude vis-a-vis the Iraqi people now under 
■siege and to watch the Iraqi children starting to death to realise 
the truth about the American and their policies. Pulling out from 
the negotiations can by no means cause harm to the Arab cause 
But rather it would save the Arabs from further humiliation, said 
the paper. The daily said that by announcing our withdrawal we 
can expose the enemy plots and show the world that it is Israel 
which must be put under world community pressure in order to 
comply with the international legitimacy. 


SAWT AL SHAAB discussed the Israeli plans to achieve 
.unilateral peace with Syria and said that Mr. Rabin was doing all 
ui his power to achieve that goal and split the Arab parties. The 
’daily said that nothing has been achieved through the sixth round 
“of talks in Washington and, if anything, the Israelis have become 
more adamant and their polities more extreme than ever before. 
The paper said that Mr. Rabin wants to have normal commercial 
and diplomatic relations with Syria without pulling his forces from 
.the occupied Syrian heights; he is unwilling to discuss any 
■withdrawals on the other fronts. What Mr. Rabin hopes to 
Achieve, said the paper, is to take Syria out of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, as was done to Egypt in 1979 through the Camp David 
Agreement, Should Israel succeed in achieving its objectives in 
( this regard, there can be no peace, and the Middle East region 
■would be in for more acts of violence and more explosive 
situations. Of course Syria is still demanding foil Israeli withdraw- 
al on all fronts and this attitude is helping stem Israel’s ambitions 
•in this regard, noted the paper. What the Arabs need now, the 
ipaper said, is to retain their unity of ranks and maintain their 
'coordination efforts at the negotiating 'table. It said the coining 
meeting in Damascus for representatives of the Arab parties 
should see more unity of ranks m the face of Israel's challenges 
and continued intransigence. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. AbdaDa Malki 


Argument for 


and against protection 


Daring the last two years, the Jordanian public opinion las been 
showered with theories glorifying the mails of the market forces 
and the miraculous powers of their major instrument: Competi- 
tion and the price mechanism. That me market forces are the 
most efficient economic formula is theoretically plausible and 


served the purpose or did not work A all) or extending it (if it is 
stm heading in the right direction). A “dean" protection most be 
accompanied by complete domestic competition: a monopoly xs 
Iwnenasinjde ‘ -** a —*- 


empirically tested. But, unfortunately, this theoretical nicety does 
not apply to all countries at all times. A country has'to move 
gradually until it enters an advanced stage of development in 
which it qualifies for the market-force tonic. 

Now competition is well and readily accepted when it refers to 


the domestic economy arises from foreign competition; opening 
the domestic market to foreign goods and services can be fatal 
although some very smart theoretical argumentation may be 
provided to justify it. It is true that foreign competition serves a s a 
powerful in centive for imp rov in g the performance of domestic 
businesses but only after they succeed in surviving such competi- 
tion. The annihilatio n of a domestic project under the cut-throat 
foreign competiti on is a benefit that accrues to the world at large 
but ts an outright and perpetual national cost. 

Indeed, the application of free international trade theory and 
the open-door import policy that goes with it can very well inhibit 
the evolution ofneatthy domestic manufacturing structures. This 
is, we believe, the crucial point that free-marketeers tend, 
nmocentiy enough, to overtook Foreign competition tends to 


price and quality counts. 

Dropping title protection option all together can be very 
hazardous. The Jordanian experience entails an interesting and 
telling example in this respect. Once upon a time, Jordan had a 
very prosperous tobacco and cigarette industry which was 
renowned not only in Jordan but throughout the neighbouring 
Arab ‘ countries. This industry benefited from frill protection 
whereby cigarette imports into Jordan were banned completely. 
Behind the so-called walls of protection, the Jordanian cigarette 
industry, consolidated its positions in the domestic market, 
produced quality cigarettes, sold them at very reasonable prices to 
the Jordanian consumer and was able to compete in the Arab 
markets. 


boost the dfkaehcy of national projects but what if it killed 
hat are the safeguards against such a possibility? 


them?! What __ _ 

Plausibly, the only conceivable safeguard is protection. This is a 
very resorted word in the vocabulary of free marketeers. To a 
certain extent, they are right Domestic enterprises tend to laze 
behind the high walls of protection. However, a developing 
country may opt for what can be called a “dean ’’ protection . By 
this we mean one winch is temporary, so that it is reconsidered 
after a given period of time with the aim of tenrnnatmg it (if it has 


In 1983, this protection was practically lifted when ban on 
cigarette imports was removed. The dechne of that prosperous 
industry started thereafter, simply because Jo rdanian cigarettes 
could rut, very understandably, compete with world brands that 
draw ou decades, or centuries, of experience and vast R & D 
faciliti e s. By tire time the Jordan dinar was devalued in 1988, the 
dgarette industry had become too weak to s tand the rise in 
production costs consequent on the increase in the prices of 
imported inputs. What we have now is a dgarette industry which 
has been enfeebled by foreign competion and could disappear if 
the present trend and open-door import policy continue. 

Our protection policy should be tailored to our own needs and 
not determined merely by academic niceties. The policy of 
no-protection can prove to be the best option more than often, 
but these may be cases where the contrary holds true. We need 
the best options all the thru*. 


New charge about 
old Clinton draft 
question fires up 


White House 


By Irwin Arieff 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — A new con- 
troversy about an old draft- 
dodging charge has added foel to 
a White House drive to convince 
voters that Bill Clinton is unfit to 
be president. 

White tiie political impact of 
this latest instalment in tiie Clin- 
ton draft saga remains undear, it- • 
serves notice that this dispute is a - 
handy one indeed’ and that the'"' 
Democratic nominee cannot ex- 
pect to escape it anytime soon. 

Hie new accusation comes 
from retired army Colonel 
Eugene Holmes. Former Com- 
mander of the Reserve Officer 
Tnrinmg Corps (ROTC) at the 
University of Arkansas, who says 
in an affidavit “for the record” 
that Mr. Qmton purposely de- 
ceived him 23 years a go in seek- 
ing an ROTC slot that helped 
keep him avoid the Vtetnam-era 
military draft. 

“I think that's a tetter that 
every American should read be- 
cause it goes to the heart of why 
BUI Clinton should not be presi- 
dent of the United States,” said 
President George Bush's spokes- 
man, Marlin Fhzwater, referring 
to Mr. Holmes's memo. 



BB Cfinton 


“He was deceitful and he still 
cannot tell America the facts ab- 
out what happened related to Iris 
problem with the ROTC and the 
draft," Mr. Fhzwater said. 

Mr. Holmes, in his sworn state- 
ment, said Mr. Cfinton deceived 
him by failing to tell trim that be 
actively opposed the Vietnam 
War awl had already received a 
draft notice when he applied in 
1969 for an ROTC slot. 

Mr. Clinton “was shrewd 
enough to realise that had I been 
aware of his (anti-war) activities. 
He would not have been accepted 
into the ROTC programme as a 
potential officer in the United 
States Army,” Mr. Holmes says 
in the memo. 


His statement does not add any 
facts or evidence of deception 
beyond what Mr. Clinton's critics 
have already alleged. 

Rather it is a new judgement of 
Mr. Clinton’s motives and char - 
acter from a familiar player in the 
continuing saga of how the 
Democratic nominee dealt with 
the Vietnam War and the military 
draft during the late 1960$. 

It was to Mr. Holmes that Mr. 
Clinton, white a Rhodes scholar 
in England, wrote a widely publi- 
cised December 3, 1969, tetter in 
which he thanked Mr. Holmes for 
“saving me from the draft.” 


In that letter, Mr. Clinton 
openly acknowledged that he had 
bom less than totally frank with 
Mr. Holmes. 

Had Mr. Holmes “known a 
little more about me, about my 
political beliefs and activities ... 
you might have thought me 
more fit for the draft than for 
ROTC," Mr. Clinton wrote. 

Whether Mr. Holmes' new 
memo, dated Sep te mber 7, plays 
a major role in the campaign is 
undear and nay depend largely 
on bow Mr. Cfinton responds and 
bow voters perceive that re- 
sponse. 

But analysts agree Mr. Cfinton 


is vulnerable on the draft ques- 
tion and on the overall character 
feme, which has dogged his cam- 
paign from the start. 

■ Ffis current lead over Mr. Bush 
is the polls is sizable but not 
rock-solid as surveys portray vo- 
ters as skittish and unhappy with 
both candidates. 

While the economy remains 
voters’ top concern and most are 
unlikely to be swayed by a con- 
fusing chain of events that took 
place so many years ago, cam- 
paigns are often won or lost on 
himH shifts in sentiment among 
tiny groups. 

Most important, the Bush cam- 
paign Has had little lock winning 
over voters on policy issues and is 
eager to seize on whatever it can 
get. 

Tagging behind Mr. Cfinton by 
10 to 15 perc e nta ge points with 
less than seven weeks untiT elec- 
tion day on November 3, the 
Bush camp can be expected to 
pounce on any opportunity to to 
turn voters around. 

The Vietnam War was a stormy 
era in American history wben 
millions of young men of Mr. 
CUnton’s generation had to grap- 
ple with the difficult question of 
the unpopular war, which by 1969 
was the focus of massive protest 
across the country. 

Mr. Qinton has been accused 
of inconsistencies and omissions 
in his many accounts of how he 
avoided military service during 
the war. Some even call him a 
“draft dodger” simply because he 
failwl to join file militar y, regard- 
less ‘of the circumstances. 

His defenders argue be was 
only one of many frying to avoid 
service in that war and should not 
be held to strict account for lapses 
in his memory of events so dis- 
tant. 

But the continuing row over 
Mr. Clinton's draft history seems 
to underscore that, years after the 
end of a war that split the nation. 
The rote of those who served and 
tirase who didn’t can still provoke 
pain and unease in many citizens. 


Muslim 

Brotherhood 


gains ground 
in Egypt 


By 23yad Aba Ghnnimeh 


AL RAT daily deserves all the 
appreciation and gratitude for 
being die only daily newspaper - 
to carry the news about the .5 
Muslim. Brotiiediobd winning 
mtostci theseafein neWly- 
ejecte<r Egyptian Bar Assboar ‘ 
tion. 

By publishing tins report, A1 
Ral has defied the strict reg- 
ulations regarding news on the 
Islamic movement, especially 
ite successes and achievements. 

Had the result been to die 
Contrary, we would have wit- 
nessed media hostile to the 
Islamic movement filling the 
world, rejoicing- over the 
movement's firihue. 

. The success achieved by the 
Islamic movement at the Bar 
Association in Egypt trans- 
cends the trade muon level to 
assume political implications, 
particularly as ft comes aft® 
five decades of total domina- 
tion of the association by other 



Ziyad Aba Ghanimeh 


Nabil Abdul Fattah, a re- 
searcher at Al Abram Political 
Studies Centre, underiined tins 
important fact in . Al Abram 
En gfiih language weekly not- 
ing that the success marked 

deal events of %°d^le > in 


An objective scrutiny of tins 
development in Egypt reveals 
the following important facts: 
— The Muslim Brother- 


hood’s success was overwhelm- 
ing because its members won 
SO per cent of the 24-member 
bond seats. 

— The fact that Seftul Islam, 
son of the late Hassan Al Ban- 
n{t, former leader of the Isla- 
mic movement in Egypt, has 
won the highest number of 
votes (6895) u an expression of 
total confidence in the move- 


in Egypt- Thus, the success of 
the 17 lawyers means a victory 
for the whole Islamic move- 
ment in tiie country* 

— The election resulted in 
the total failure of the ruling 
alliance, with only one of the 
government supporters win- 
nine a seat on the new board. 

These facts prompt us to 
reach the following conclu- 
sions: 

— Hie landslide victory 
achieved by the Muslim 
Brotherhood comes at a time 
when the Islamic movement in 
Egypt is facing a campaign of 
repression on all fronts and at a 
■ time when die Egyptian regime 
refuses to recognise the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood’s legitimacy. 

The victory proves that rep- 
ressive measures are futile and 
can by no means succeed in 
dwarfing the Islamists. The re- 
sults prove the Muslim 
Brotherhood has gained 
gwmdm a ll sectors, mdpdmg 


meat Al Banna helped found. 

— The winning seats repre- 
sent a cross-section of lawyers 
in Egypt, fikft those in the 
public sector, young lawyers 
ect. - 

— By coming to rule the Bar 
Association, the Muslim 
Brotherhood lawyers have 
taken control of the most im-. 
portent union, besides con- 
trolling the muons of doctors, 
phar macists, engineers, trad- 
ers, university pro fe ssors and 
teamen. 

The movement has yet to 
take control of the Journalists 
Association in Egypt but that is 
exported to happen soon. 

— Hie committee supervis- 
ing tiie elections at, the Bar; 
Association was chaired by a 
Christian, Fuad Jinjes, who 
congratulated the Muslim 
Bromeihood members on their 
success. They told him feat 
they would remain true to then 
cotmiiilment of respecting the 
rights of the Christian Copts of 
Egypt 

— At the Bar Association 
ejections, die Islamist lawyers 
joined forces against an 
affiance of lawyers who were 
aligned behind the rufing party 


— The Brotherhood’s suc- 
cess in controfiiia the profes- 
sional unions of Egypt proves 
that the movement r spreading 
among the inlriDtectiuu «K*e m 
the Egyptians and nmnng the 
tower classes. It ahoproves the 
teihire on the part of the rulers 
to stifle its progress. 

* — The success of the 
Brotherhood brings with it new 
hope to all Brotherhood sup- 
porters and fears to the hearts 
of the enemies who now wit- 
ness the countdown towards, 
the emergence , of a gramme 
change in favour of the Mamie 
movement in Egypt 

The results or the lawyers 
ejection in Egypt should serve 
as a lesson to all those who 
betieye that repression can 
stifle ideology or eliminate a 
inovement or stop the advance 
of ’Islam. 

Those who have so for 
dosed their earn to the call of 
Islam should wake op and in. 
ten. They should realise that 
Islam’s victory is. cine now 
because it is God’s victory. 


The writer is a leading mem- 
ber of the Afosfrm Brother- 
hood movement The above 
article is translated -and re- 
printed Irim the Jordan Times’ 
Arabic safer daily Al Ral 


PLO negotiates by 
proxy with Israel but 
has little to show for 


jfty Mona Ziade 


TUNIS (AP) — Thousands of 
kilometres from the Middle East 
peace talks in Washington, a 
group of senior PLO figures hud- 
dle in a smoke-filled room at the 
movement's headquarters to 
negotiate — by proxy — with 
Israel. 

Honrs before the talks begin 
for the day, PLO officials in 
Tunis swarm around a bank of 
four fox machines, sending an 
endless flow of documents bear- 
ing Yasser Arafat’s ‘ trademark 
red-ink signature. And bouts af- 
ter the talks have broken up in 
Washington, the 10- member 
PLO "follow-up committee" is 
still in sessions 

Mr. Arafat, his checkered kef- 
fiyeh beadress set aside, sits with 
his top lieutenants, including the 
PLO’s foreign minister,” Farouk 
Kaddoumi, and executive com- 
mittee members like Yasser 
Abed Rabbo and Mahmoud 
Abbas. 


four years ago.. 

Palestinian sources say m re- 
cent months the Saudis have 
turned up the heat on the PLO, 
channeling as much as S18 million 
to Mr. Arafat's main rivaT in the 
occupied territories, the Muslim 
fundamentalist Hamas move- . 
meat. 

Iran is also making hefty dona- 
tions to the fundamentalists, who 
oppose the Middle East peace / 
talks, PLO officials say. 

Privately. PLO officials fear 
the power struggle could lead to 
civil war in the occupied zones unless 
Hamas, which is strongest in 
Gaza, is checked. 


The PLO officials, most of 
tbem chain-smokers, argue, 
analyse and prepare the next 
day’s positions over endless cups 
of honey-sweetened tea, Mr. ' Ara- 
fat’s favourite drink, or strong 
black Arabic coffee. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion officials believe that II 
months into the U.S.-sponsored 
peace process, the movement has 
proved to Israel that the Palesti- 
nians doing the talking in 
Washington speak for PLO. 


Clashes between Hamas and 
Arafat’s Fatah faction, the PLO’s 
main component, were contained 
last spring. But assassinations are 
still rampant, some under the 
guise of eliminating "collabor- 
ators.” 

The truce is fragile and the lack 
of progress in the Middle East 
peace talks is certain to intensify ' 
frustrations that can only benefit . 
Hamas. 


The talks in Washington are 
focusing on self-rule for the West 
Bank and Gaza, which the 
Israelis seized 1967, rather than . 
the Palestinians' demand for an 
independent homeland in the 
occupied terri t o ries. 

That poses another dilemma 
for the PLO. 


But even so, Mr. Arafat has 
little to show for months of effort. 
This — coupled with growing 
internal criticism of Mr. Arafat's 
policies by radicals who oppose 
the talks and the constant erosion 
of the PLO’s position — means 
the movement is fighting for sur- 
vival. 


Whether It succeeds will de- 
pend to a great extent on whether 
it can transform itself from a 
national liberation movement, its 
military capabilities rapidly 
atrophying and increasingly 
irrelevant, to a political power- 
house to meet the challenges that 
lie ahead. 


Mr. Arafat’s charisma and 
autocratic control of the move- 
ment has allowed him to maintain 
a balance between the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied areas, ' 
known as "the inside,” and the - 
3.5 million on “the outside” in 
the diaspora. 4- 

But the emergence of local 
administrative bodies in the West 
Bank and Gaza, if autonomy - 
comes, would give impetus to 
new leaders in the occupied 
zones. 


Probably the most serious 
problems are. those stemming 
from the PLO’s financial troubles 
andrithefPbO’*. isolation because - 
of Mr. Arafat’s pro-Iraq stance 
during the Gulf war. 


That would shrink the PLO's 
from a key Mideast player to 
little more than the manager of 
refugee affairs. , • 

Since the talks began last Octo- ■ 
ber, the PLO has had to drop its ' 
demand that the right of return or * 
compensation for.. the diaspora - 

Palestinians be,linked.to thede- 
bajRifpp interim-, self-rule. . i : 


Saudi Arabia and tiie oil-rich 
Gulf states cut off aid to the PLO 
in August 1990 and expelled tens 
of thousands of Palestinians, de- 
priving those living in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
of generous remittances. 


But its insistence on guarantees . 
that the transitional five-year 
period of self-rule lead to state- 
hood has kept the negotiations . 
deadlocked. 

Right now, Israel and Syria 
appear dose to a breakthrough 
over the Golan Heights, which 
the Israelis captured from Syria in 
1967. 


The PLO is now relying on 
investments worth an estimated 
$2 billion set up years ago. 

That has meant a 30 per cent 
cut in the PLO budget and the 
flow of cash to the 1.7 million 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 


tories to sustain the faltering up- 
rising they launched against Israel 


That would leave the Pales ti- * 
mans isolated in their negotia- 
tions with Israel and increase t 
pressure on the PLO to com- . 
promise. ^ 

But more concessions by the * 
PLO would spark further rifts 
within the movement and boost ■* 
Israel's bargaining position. 


LETTERS 


‘Best people on Earth’ 


To the Editor: 


The following letter was originally sent to Jordan National Red 
Qnesoenr Society , which forwarded it to the Jordan Times for 
publication. 


“The philosophies and teachings that come from the West invade 
the Arab mmd and steal his loyalty, before they rob him of his 
land and skies. ’ Michel 'Aflaq - July 1943. This is a strange 
insight: For an Arab to know about a "no fly zone” 49 years 
before it will happen. J 

The summer jobs are bolding up around my neighbourhood, 
and so I am sending a check for the cause. I give it for food and 
medicme to the Iraqi victims of the war. 

Our news says our dollar is fast losing its value overseas. When 
I conader how many hard hours I had to work for these doflare, 
they shoojdbe very valuable indeed. Some of the money I earned 
from wonting for an old Jewish person; erne who was dissap- 
pomtedl by the election of anew, more moderate government in 
farad. He is 79 years old, and so I did not teD him bus money went 
to Iraqi refugees. One day I asked him to write a tetter to the 
Israeli government and ask them to deal fairly with the Paiesti- 


- fr — ’ — ■ WM uuiiy tmu UK rtUCbU- 

upset to learn that I am pro-Arab: - and I 
toW him that I am pro-Iraqi he would have had a 


heart attack. 

** King was over here in the 
n° *3“? 1 ™ d 1 ma ^ ed tem a humorous ,l Snoopy” ret 

wefl card. I tokThnn, m the card, that be, and all ttepeoplc^of 

^ P«>Pte on Earth. He musthive 
re«aved thomands of carib from presidents, kings, prime 

^ 11 b 2"» l ^ KkBdi 
probably ms only “Snoopy^ card. 


Ronald J. Allard, 

213 PottawattomJ Drive, 
EMwrt, Indiana 46516, 

USA. . 


The Jordan. Hanes welcomes letters and contributions torn its 
nadenon ttoy subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
pobheati on, however, should contain the writer’s lull -name and 
preferably address as we B. Names can be withheld only upon 
request and tmder spedal dranpstanccs. Letters are subject to 

anting. The * -* - - 

manuscripts: 
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Financial 

Markets 
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Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

3.18 

3.12 

3.18 ‘ 

3.31 

Storting Pound 

9.50 

9.25 

8.75 

8. 37 

Deutsche Mark 

8. 75 

8.81 

8.81 

8.62 

Swiss Franc 

6.93 

7.00 

7.00 

6.93 

French Franc 

10.50 

10.62 

9.37 

9.50 

Japanese Yen 

4.37 

4.00 

"O? 

3.75 1 

European Currency Unit 

12.25 - 

11.00 

10.38 

10.00 
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Metal 

USD/Oz | 

JXVGm* 

WCun 

USD/Oa. | 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

347.25 | 

6.65 

Silver j 

3 .80 

.080 
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Currency - 

- Bid 

Offer 

VS. Dollar 

0.679 

0.681 


1.1588 

1.1642 

Deulsdbe Mark 

0.4574 

0.45 97 

Swiss Franc 

0.5207 

izgan 

French Franc 

0.1335 

0.1342 

Japanese Yen 4 

0.5533 

0. c 5*i 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4061 

0.4-81 

Swedish Krona 

0.1222 

O.lilt ; 

Italian Lira' 

0.0542 

0.0545 

Belgian Franc. 

0.02214 

9.02225 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7720 

1.7840 

Lebanese Lira 9 

E3SMM 


Suudi Riyai 

0.1808 


Kuwaiti Dinar 

~ 7.225V 

2.2800 j 

Qatari Rlyal . 

0. f 840 

unam 

bn ,w 

Egyptian Pound • - 

0.2000 


Omani Riyai 

1.7310 

1.7430 ■ 

UAE Dirham 

0.1840 

0 . 1850 

Greek Drachma 4 

.3755 

.39 55 

Cypriot Pound . 

1.520 

1.550 
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AH-Share 

WMUSM Ml 

747.67 


700.47 

110.65 

Insurance Sector 

752. 74 .< 

152.23 

Industry Sector 

795.29 

796.27 

Services Sector . 

272.77 

209.19 
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Jordan’s financial bodies jogging for fitness 


By Samir Mq 
Special to the Jordan Times 


: ’• ! ;tk 


AMMAN — Everything seems 
quiet cm Jordan's banking front 
but, in die backyard aoffitpfs, 
bankers, investors and monetary 
officials are busy facelifting the 
Kingdom's financial- industry. 

During 1991, five events 
changed die banking image of 
Jordan. They were: The dosnre 
of the Syrian Jordan Bank, the 
National. Islamic Bank and the 
Bank of Credit and Co m merce 
International (BOO), the purch- 
ase by the Business Bank of 
BCCI branches in Jordan and, as 
a result, becoming a fbQy-fiedged 
commercial bank and the Arab 
Finance Corporation (Jordan) 
obtaining an investment bank li- 
cence and changing its name to 
the Union Bank for Savings and 
Investment. 

A series of changes reshaped 
the country's banking system in 
recent years but, it seems, die 
process is still long and will not be 
totally comptetedin die forese e- 
able future. 

- “During the coming weeks, the 
focus is to complete die merger, 
sale and capital restructuring of a 
number of financial compa n ies 
and banks,” Nasser Loci told the 
Jordan Times without providing 
details except for two parties. 

Mr. Lad, a board member and 
designate general manager of Jor- 
dan Pittance House (JrH), said 


that, within the declared policy of 
the central bank to raise the 
capital and reduce the number of 
banks, more mergers (and sales) 
would be taking among 

financial inst itution s for many 
years to come. 

Mr. Lori revealed that a com- 
mittee of many official and pri- 
vate specialists was conducting an 
intense and thorough examina- 
tion of the recor ds an d financial 
accounts of . both JFH and Darco 
for Housing and Investment Co.' 
as a first step towards merging 
both institutions. 

Having obtained an approval 
from the central bank to start a 
merger process late last year be- 
tween JFH and Darco, a 
tremendous volume of technical 
and administrative procedures 
have been going on since April 
and will, Mr. Lori expects, be 



fmaKo-d in a c omp rehensive re- 
port this month. 

According to Mr. Lori, further 
deliberations and discussions will 
be held at the board and general 
assembly levels of both JFH and 
4 Darco to clear the road for the 
merger and the emergence of a 
new entity. 

The new entity, he elaborated, 
would then apply for an invest- 
ment bank licence from the cen- 
tral bank which usually requires a 
capital between JD 4 million to 


Nasser Load 

JD 10 million to issue such a 
licence. 

JFH is a public shareholding 
company whose capital stands at 
JD 6 million, a large portion of 
which is held by prominent Jorda- 
nian businessmen. Darco is also a 
public shareholding company 
whose capital stands at JD 2 mil- 
lion, over 60 per cent of which is a 
Housing Bank equity. 

“Both Darco and JFH man- 
aged to escape large kisses ex- 
perienced by other financial com- 
panies due to sharp competition 
in the market and the negative 
economic climate which followed 
the deep recession in the country 
in die second half of the 80s,’* 
Mr. Lori pointed out. 


He said Darco was not actively 
and heavily involved in carrying 
out real estate projects and, as 
such', succeeded in mai nt ai n i n g its 
capital base without erosion. 

Mr. Lori srid the central bank 
had preferred to merge JFH, 
Darco and REFCO (Real Estate 
Financing Corporation) in mid 
1991 but JFH board of directors 
did not favour such a link. 

“Darco's financial base and its 
ownership structure were seen as 
more arcuate and favourable 
and tbe decision to partner with 
Darco was eventually agree d late 
last year,” be explained. 

According to Mr. Lori, JFH 
operations zigzagged since it was 
set up in July 1981 having func- 
tioned first in Islamic principles 
and, after a few years, returning 
to prevailing commercial prac- 
tices. 

Faced with tough market com- 
petition and a recession which 
shadowed tbe region's economic 
climate in 1986-1987, JFH 
opened talks with Beirut's A1 
Masbrek Bank on Jan. 1, 1988 to 
merge with (or buy) A! 
Mashrek’s Jordan branches. 

Tbe negotiations, authorised 
by the Central Bank of Jordan, 
had barely started when, on Jan. 
8. A1 Mashrek Bank collapsed. 

A period of indecisive ness pre- 
vailed, according to Mr. Lori, 
and was prolonged by tbe Gulf 
crisis. The end result of the over- 
all instability was more pressure 
on JFH to work faster towards 


the merger solution previously 
mentioned. 

Mr. Lorn expected the share 
value of the entity to be born 
early next year to trade at about 
JB 1,500 since tbe JFH share 
dosed at about JD 1,470 when 
trading was suspended in late' 
1987. 

Pointing |o JFH results at the 
end of June this year, he said the 
company was able to record net 
profit of JD 470,345 compared to 
JD 226,454 posted on June 
30,1991 from various operations, 
including brokering share trading 
at the Amman Financial Market. 

JFH bad JD 7.8 million in 
deposits and JD 2.5 in cash col- 
lateral at die end of June 1992 
while maintaining JD 8.7 million 
in cash at hand and in banks and 
JD 10.8 minion in various credit 
facilities. The investment port- 
folio amounted to JD 0.7 million. 

Jordan Gulf Bank, which only 
recently .absorbed the Syrian 
Jordanian Bank, is also under- 
going “cosmetic 1 " charges. 

Accor di ng to informed market 
sources, negotiations are still 
going on to merge Jordan Gulf 
•Bank with foe Jordan branches of 
A1 Mashrek Bank-both banks 
currently being run by two 
appointed administrative boards. 

The new entity resulting from 
the m e r ge r will be sold to a group 
of investors who are interested to 
set up a new bank, capitalised at 
JD 10 million, and employing 400 
persons being the staff of two 


merging banks. 

Four parties are now seeking to 
purchase the bank but, according 
to a knowledgeable source, only 
one group has emerged as being 
serious and most likely to takeov- 
er the two banks yet to merge. 
The group was reportedly led by 
Thaiwat Al Barghouthi and other 
financially strong Jordanian in- . 
vestors. 

Another financial institution - 
that is currently restructuring its 
capital is REFCO. 

Monetary sources told tbe Jor- 
dan limes, on condition of 
anonymity, that REFCO had . 
taken the brunt of recession and . 
the effects of the Gulf crisis, 
having lost millions of dinars as a 
result. 

Having had to service small . 
amounts for about 100,000 clients 
at 16 branches, REFCO’s costs 
outstripped earnings and bad . 
debts exacerbated the company's 
financial woes, the sources said. 

They believe that REFCO's 
low JD 200,000 capital, the 
majority control of the public 
shareholding company by the 
Mango family, and the high JD 67 
market value of the share have all , 
been main factors that stood ; 
against various mergers REFCO 
had sought for quite some time. 

As such, REFCO is reponed-to 
be restructuring its capital to be 
JD 4 million in anticipation of 
obtaining an investment bank li- ' 
cence and a central bank cash 
injection. 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are tbe baying and setting rates for 
leading world currencies ana gold against foe dollar at midsession 

on tbe London Foreign Exchange and buffion markets Tuesday. 

One sterling 1.7225/40 

One U.S. dollar 1.2352/57 

U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 

1.4720/30 

Dcutschemarics 

1.6700/50 

Dutch guilders 

1.2935/50 

Swiss francs 

30.37/42 

Belgian francs 

5.0350/430 

French francs 

1248/1253 

Italian lire 

121.40/45 

Japanese yen 

5.4975/5275 

Swedish crowns 

5.9400/700 

Norwegian crowns 

5.7100/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold $346.60/347.10 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


SHARIHAN...IN 

LOVE Sr 

(Arabic) 

Shorn 3 J0, 605, &30, 1030 



"Cmema ' : ' Tel:’ 634144 

PHILADELPH IA 
THELMA and Louise 

Shows: 1230, 3 JO, 615, 830. 1030 

Special shews for eftadren on 
Thursdays and” 1 
Fridays at It A0 a.m. 




Tel: 67557 


iit 6:00 p.nt r daily 


m ‘ / * ’ . • • 

Shahrazad and Smbad play 

' 


• Nabfl & Ffeham 
. peasants 

A quiet comedy for all members of 
die family (adults and kids). Prior 


Trie froffiicai Satire Play • 

■ Welcome- New World Order 

- reservation la needed. 


Show stmts at &30 p jtl 

V the next show is: ) 
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Britain cuts interest rates 


LONDON (R) — Britain cut 
interest rates to boost its mori- 
bund economy Tuesday, taking 
quick advantage of a new flexibil- 
ity after pulling sterling out of tbe 
'European wdunp rate mechan- 
ism (ERM); 

The Bank of England cut rates 
by one percentage point to nine 
per cent, triggering hope of mod- 
est recovery after tbe longest 
recession for 60 years. 

Chancellor of the. Exchequer 
Nonnan Lamont said the lower 
rates did not mean the govern- 
ment was easing up on its fight 
against inflation, the central poli- 
cy pillar for the last four yean 
and the mam justification for 
ERM membeship. 

“I am not going to take any risk 
(with inflation). If at any time I 
thought it was going to pose a 
problem again I would not besi- 


bad old days with die current 
account deficit burgeoning out to 
a very high level and causing 
sterling some problems,” said 
Nigel Richardson, an economist' 
at S.G. Warburg. 

Tbe trade gap evoked memor- 
ies of tbe last time Britain was 
without a strict monetary or ex- 
change rate policy from 1985 to 
1987 when, fuelled by a consumer 
boom, monthly current account 
deficits reached about £2 billion 
(S3.4 biffion). 

It was in response to that, and 
ballooning inflation, that interest 
rates were raised to 15 per cent 
and the pound was unofficially 
made to shadow the mark in a 
move which turned into full 
ERM membership in October 
1990. 

Tbe new nine per cent interest 
rate is below Germany's key 


tate to put tates tig;”Mj^Lamorit ; -Lombard rate of 9 J per cent. 


.saidl 


Economists said this indjcatetT' 


“Tidbit are some people wbt^^tbe'govrrnmeDt was not consider - 


beKeve being outride the ERM is 
a free lunch. I must teU them 
frankly they are wrong,” he said 
in a television interview. 

Tbe cut, taking rates to their 
lowest since June 1988, wiD take 
some of die beat off Prime Minis- 
ter John Major when he faces 
angry MPS in an emergency par- 
liamentary debate on die eco- 
nomy Thursday and as he tries to 
heal bitter divisions in his Con- 
servative Party over European 
policy. 

The scale of the problems fac- 
ing Mr. Major's govenment was 
underlined by news of a larger 
than expected August trade de- 
ficit. With import volumes at 
record levels, they should nor- 
mally be depressed in a recession. 

The trade gap widened to £1.19 
bflfion ($2.04 biffion) from £1.13 
billion ($1.94 biffion) in July. 

“1 can soon see a return to the 


ing an imminent return to the 
ERM after suspending mem- 
bership at the height of last 
week’s sterling crisis. 

Mr. Lamont made dear that 
after bringing inflation down to 
3.6 per cent from 10.9 per cent in 
foe last two years the government 
did not intend to ease its grip on 
prices. 

He said he was aiming for a 
level of inflation which “is equal 
or better than amongst tbe best of 
our major competitors.” He 
made no mention of foe govern- 
ment’s previous commitment to 
aim for zero inflation. 

Tn not going to take any 
risks,” Mr. Lamont said. 

The stock market resp onde d 
well to the rate cut with foe FTSE 
index of 100 leading shares 
a d d ing more than 40 points to its 
heavy gains of foe last three days 
to approach 2,600. 


Sterling, which has plummeted 
from its ERM floor of 2,7880 
marks since being pulled out of 
foe grid under massive pressure 
from speculators, slipped below 
■2L53 marks. 

\ Economists said factors which 
caused tbe recession — high per- 
sonal debt, a fragile bousing mar- 
ket, and high real interest rates — 
remain in place despite Tuesday's 
cuL 

“People will not go on a bor- 
rowing or spending spree under 
these conditions and so foe eco- 
nomic turnaround will be slow,” 
said Paul TurabuH, chief econom- 
ist at Smith New Court. 

Business leaders welcomed the 
rates cut, but cautioned against 
easing up on inflation. In particu- 
lar they said there should be no 
loosening of the tight public 
spending regime. 

“Now Mr. Lamont has to show 
bow tough he can be^Qn^gublic 
spending, particularly public sec- 
tor pay, to maintain foe fight to 
keep inflation ■ under control,” 
said Ann Robinson, head of die 
Institute of Directors' policy unit. 

But the political opposition, 
sharpening its arrows for Thurs- 
day’s emergency debate on the 
economy in parti ament, rejected 
the rate cut as too little, too late. 

The Labour Party’s economic 
spokesman Gordon Brown said: 
“This reduction m interest rates, 
while welcome, is a breathing 
space and not a strategy for foe 
British economy.” 


Swiss jobless ; . 
rate rises 
to level 1939 

BERN (AP) — Swiss joblessness 
reached 3.1 per cent last month! 
tbe first time the rate was eXr 
ceeded three per cent since foe 
Great Depression of tbe 19305", 
officials have said. 

The Federal Office for Induisr 
try. Traders and Labor said 
94,851 people were out of work at 
the end of August, an increase. oT 
0.2 per cent over the 2.9 per cent 
jobless the previous month, foe 
last time Switzerland had 3.1 per 
cent unemployed was in March 
1939, when 61,100 people werq 
our of work. 

Jean-Luc Nordmann, director 
of the office, said he didn't expect 
joblessness to decline before next 
summer because of global econo^ 
mic- problems. 

The Swiss unemployment rate, 
which was 0.8 per cent in 1990, 
has been climbing slowly during 
the worldwide economic reces- 
sion. At the end of last year it was 
1.9 per cent. 

The inflation rate, however', 
has been improving in recent 
months. The Federal Office for 
Statistics said that the August 
rate was 3.6 per cent, down mom 
3.8 per cent foe previous month. 

Last year Swiss inflation hit an 
annual rate of 5.9 per cent, a 
10-year high. Tbe rate hovered 
near zero in the mid-1980s. 


WANTED 

A university graduate in marketing, preferably with five years| 
experience in the automotive field. 

Must have a very good command of English and own car. 
Interested candidates are requested to mail their CV before 
30.09.1992 to: 

P. 03 OX 830664 
Amman, Jordan 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment. Three bedrooms, dining and sitting 
room! Separate central heating, parking and telephone. 
Location: Abdoun area, road leading to the American 
Embassy. 

Please call 822764 today from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 


VILLA FOR SALE 

Location: Zeid ibn B Hussein Street - Um Utheina Al ShamaJi. 
Overlooking Mecca Street BuDt for the owner's use. 

Consists of ground floor with 275m 2 built area. 

(4 bedrooms - 2 living rooms + guest rooms) and basement floor 
with 75 m 2 built area (3 rooms). 

Please no mediators. 

Contact owner between 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
tel. 824309 


INDEPENDENT SMALL FLAT 
FORfeENT 

Fully furnished ground-floor, with private gate and 
garden in a two-floor private building. 

Located in the best residential area, between 5th 
and 4th Circles (near the Guest’s House), No. 147 
Zahran Street road, Jabal Amman. 

Consists of salon, dining room, 2 bedrooms, bath- 
room and fully equipped kitchen, central heating, 
colour TV, telephone and car park. 

If interested, please call tel. 071509 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished, one bedroom apartment. Penthouse, 
large hall. Overlooking the university, Al Jubaiha. 
Area 136 sq. m. JD 3,000/year. 

Please call 837944, AIL 


FOR SALE DUTY UNPAID 

Volvo 740 GLT automatic, 5 door Estate, 1989-1990 
modsf, 4-cylinder, injection, ivory white, air condition, 
electric windows, central lock, ABS brakes. Only 
24,000 km. Excellent condition. 

Please contact tel.: 669177 
between 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 


. A Fitipina laity is needed 

Pulf time, live-in, no days off, good job. Good English 
required and must be under 30 with a good 
personality. 

Apply with CV & recent photo to: 

Dajani & Co. P.O.Box 7676, Amman. 


SCUTtVE RECEPTIONIST 


tier a 

A universe degree and excellent English is needed. Age 2S 

to 35 

Send dettited CV & recent photo to: 

Dajani & Co. P.O.Box 7676, Amman 

Job vacant now. Excellent Job for the right person. 


ANinrr al arrsasadei romans 

Cet&Jenii romani reziden£i in Iorda-’ 
nia sint invitafi sa participe la 
alegerile parlamentare §i pentru Pre- 
§ecMntele Romaniei, care vor avea 
loc in sediul Ambasadei romane, in 
ziua de 27 septembrie 1992, intre 
orele 6 00 - 21 . 
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World News 


JORDAN TIMES, wvn^AY, SEPTEMBER 23. »« 


Shelling around airport puts 
Bosnian air relief at risk 


Bush offers U.S. support for 
expanded U.N. peacekeeping role 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serb gun 
batteries pounded Muslim and 
Croat suburbs around Sarajevo 
Airport Tuesday as countries pro- 
viding relief for the besieged city 
had apparent second thoughts ab- 
out the safety of resuming aid 
flights. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees de- 
layed plans to send the first flight 
with relief supplies since Sept. 3, 
the day an Italian aid plane was 
shot down. 

U.N. officials said a plane 
would be sent from Zagreb but 
only to pick up Brigadier General 
Philippe Morillon, the deputy 
commander of U.N. peacekeep- 
ing forces who has been visiting 
Sarajevo. 

Sarajevo Radio said Serb 
forces shelled the Muslim suburb 
of Dobrinja and the mainly Croat 
quarter of Stop, both dose to the 
airport, during the night. 

The fighting continued despite 
an agreement between all three 
warring sides in the Bosnian con- 
flict not to hamper the air bridge, 
the resumption of which is be- 
coming urgent as winter 

approaches. 

The area around the airport 
has remained a battle zone where 
the lumbering transport planes of 
19 air forces partidpating' in the 
relief effort would be vulnerable. 

The 1 city, where 380,000 people 
have been trapped during a five- 
month siege by rebel Serbs, was 
completely without electricity af- 
ter fighting damaged power lines 
Monday. 

The Muslim-controlled radio 
said Serbs hit the old town with 
mortars Monday evening in an 
attack that lasted until midnight 
and wounded three people. 

[Fighting around Sarajevo, 
under siege since April by Serb 
forces opposed to Bosnian inde- 
pendence, has stopped daily con- 
voys from passing along the land 
corridor since before the 
weekend. 

[In an incident which boded ill 
for land convoys, Serb women 
and children blocked distribution 
of U.N. aid sent out from 
Sarajevo at the weekend to the 
(nainly-Muslim residents of Sreb- 
renica in eastern Bosnia. 

The convoy had to return to 



Bosnian soldiers prep ar e to sbeB Serb positions 


Sarajevo after bang blocked by 
the women and children, 
apparently from Serb families 
evicted from Srebrenica. 

In New York, Alija Izetbego- 
vic, Bosnia's Muslim president, 
urged the U.N. General Assem- 
bly to either help his country or 
lift the arms embargo against it. 

“The present arms embargo 
ties our hands at a time when our 
country is being strangled," he 
said. “The international com- 
munity cannot simultaneously 
sidestep its commitment to de- 
fend ns and nullify our means of 
defence." 

A meeting between Yugoslav 
Prime Minister Milan Panic and 
foreign ministers of the U.N. 
Security Council's five permanent 
members failed to delay plans to 
vote on Yugoslavia’s expulsion 
from the General Assembly 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Panic won praise for his 
efforts to hah the war but West- 
ern spokesmen were distrustful of 
the nationalist politicians in Ser- 
bia. including President Slobodan 
Milosevic, whom they blame for 
the conflict. 


Acting U.S. Secretary of State 
Lawrenece Eagleburger, a for- 
mer ambassador to Yugoslavia, 
said of Mr. Panic: “In our view, 
he is working very hard and as 
constructively as be can to bring 
peace to Yugoslavia." 

But he stressed, in an apparent 
allusion to Mr. Milosevic, that 
“there are various players in the 
game (in Yugoslavia)." 

Belgrade .opposition leaders 
who support Mr. Panic are* 
angered by die West's determina- 
tion to expel Yugoslavia from the 
General Assembly. 

They claim the move under- 
mines him in his developing pow- 
er struggle with Mr. Milosevic, a 
former Communist who controls 
the ruling Socialist Party and is 
adept at fanning the nationalism 
of Serbs already angered by U.N. 
sanctions. 


At international peace talks in 
Geneva, the Bosnian government 
proposed a constitutional 
framework that would maintain 
Bosnia as a single state, but decen- 
tralise power to Serb and Croat 
regions. 


. The plan was rejected by 
Serbs, who have seized 70 per 
cent of Bosnia since April using 
weapons supplied by Yugoslavia 
and proclaimed a Bosnian Serb 
republic. 

Dr. Radovan Karadzic, the 
Bosnian Serb leader, said: “We 
cannot accept such a concept." 

The two international 
mediators leading efforts to bring 
peace to former Yugoslavia left 
Geneva Tuesday for Athens for 
talks expected to indude Greek 
objections to recognising die in- 
dependence to Macedonia. 

A United Nations spokesman 
said the two, Lord Owen for the 
European Community (EC) and 
Cyrus Vance for the U.N., would 
meet Prime Minister Constantine 
Mitsotakis later in the day and 
have a working dinner with him. 

Spokesman Fred Eckhard said 
there would be a “general review 
of the situation in Yugoslavia" 
although he expected the 
Macedonian issue to come up. 

In Athens, government spokes- 
man Vassilis Magmas said the 
main focus would be on foe war 
in Bosnia. 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
President George Bush offered 
Monday to support an expanded 
peacekeeping role for the United. 
Nations to meet challenges to 
peace in the post-cold war era. 

The blue beret has become a 
symbol of hope. 77 Mr. Bush said 
in an address to the special ses- 
sion of the U.N. General Assem- 
bly, re fe rr in g to foe blue-hatted 
U.N. soldiers sent to monitor 
trouble spots around foe wbrid. 

Mr. Bosh also endorsed indefi- 
nite extension of an international 
agreement designed to block foe 
spread of nuclear weapons. 

However, Mr. Bush did not 
directly promise to proride U.S. 
troops tor peacekeeping opera- 
tions. “Member states must al- 
ways retain foe final decision on 
use of their troops," Mr. Bush 
tokl an assemblage of world lead- 
ers that listened quietly to his 
address. 

Still, he acknowledged that 
“robust peacekeeping requires 
men and equipment that .only 
member states can provide.” The 
president added: 'These forces 
must be available cm short notice 
on the request of the Security 
Council with foe approval, of 
course, of the governments pro- 
viding them." 

Mr. Bush urged them not “to 
build walls against anything 
new.” 

“To turn inward and retreat 
from foe world is to invite disas- 
ter and defeat," Mr. Bush said in 


what will be his last address to the 
world body unless he wins reelec- 
tion. 

He was applauded only at foe 
end. ' « 

Asked about Mr. Bush's 
speech, British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd told reporters: "It 
was full of interesting ideas .. 

especially on the peacekeeping 
ade.” 

“We bavfe to study it," said 
Chinese Ambassador Li Dapyi, 
being more cucumspect. “A very 
positive speech," said Marrack 
Goukting, the U.N. undersecret- 
ary-general in charge of 

peacekeeping. 

In general terms, Mr. Bush 
supported -the “agenda for 
peace" advanced by Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali to cope 
with spreading violence around 
the world. 

The president said he had 
directed Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney to develop programmes 
for using U.S. bases, engineers 
and intelligence jointly with other 
nations under the control of . the 
United Nations and such regional 


change is planned in makingup 
arrearages of more than $200 
million. Overall, the United 
States owes between $600 million 
and $1.1 billion to the United 
Nations, depending on the 
accounting system used. 

“The fear of nuclear 
armageddon between foe super- 
powers has vanished." Mr. Bush 
said. And now, he said, there is 
an opportunity “to forge a 
genuine global community." 

“Securing democracy and 
seeming the peace in the century 
ahead will be no simple task," 
Mr. Bush said. 

“We see this U.N. session as a 
chance to push for a more effec- 
tive U.N.," a Bush aide said in 
advance of the president's 
speech. He cited Iraq, Yugoslavia 
mid Somalia as examples of prob- 
lem areas that need more atten- 


groups as the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO). 

But be did not endorse Dr. 
Ghali's proposal for a $50 million 
peacekeeping start-up fund as 
well as a $1 billion peacekeeping 
endowment fund. 

Mr. Bush called for a special 
meeting of the Security Council 
to assess the idea. 

A senior U.S. official said no 


Heavy casualties reported in 
Transcaucasus, Tajikistan 



WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


China to hold party congress on Oct 12 


U.S. experts complete 
MIA search in Vietnam 


PEKING (R) — The ruling politburo of China’s Communist 
Party has set Oct. 12 as foe starting date for the 14th party 


congress, which will determine policy for the next five years, 
Xinhua News Agency said. “The political bureau of the Central 


Xinhua News Agency said. “The political bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) has proposed 
that the 14th CPC national congress be held on Oct. 12 in 
Peking," the official news agency said. Thq last congress was held 


in 1987. Analysts say the congress is expected to endorse Deng 
Xiaoping's dramatic economic reforms and let the 88-year-old 
paramount leader establish his political legacy. 


Court orders Gorbachev to testily 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia's constitutional court Monday ordered 
former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev to testify in a trial 
that will determine whether the Communist Party he led was 
lawfully disbanded. The court could fine Mr. Gorbachev 100 
rubles — less than 50 cents — if he refuses to testify, said Boris 
S trash un, an aide to the chairman of the court. Mr. Gorbachev 
was on a private visit to Germany and was unavailable for 


HANOI (R) — U.S. experts who 
have scoured Vietnam since Au- 
gust have found some informa- 
tion about American servicemen 
missing from the Vietnam war, 
an official Hanoi newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

U.S. teams finished a month- 
long joint search with Viet- 
namese officials in nine central 
and southern provinces on Sept. 
18, the Vietnam News Daily sard. 

The newspaper gave no details 
abont the information they 
found, but Vietnamese officials 
said earlier that all evidence reco- 
vered from plane crash sites or 
produced by interviews with villa- 
gers either proved or indicated 
that the servicemen died in the 


comment, but he previously has said he would not testify. “I 
would not say anything even if I am led there in handcuffs," be 



said in August. “This is just a farce. They are trying to use the 
constitutional court, which I deeply respect. ... But they are trying 
to turn it into a political show trial as a minimum, and if possible, 
as a trial of history. This is not what this court must be doing." 
The panel of 13 judges on the constitutional' court are weighing 
foe legality of Russian President Boris Yeltsin's ban on the Soviet 
Union's former ruling party. 


The head of a U.S. office in 
Hanoi in charge of the search 
efforts, Lieutenant-Colonel Jack 
Donovan, said earlier that the 


exp erts had found some remains, 
but that it was too early to say 
whether they were American. 

Top Nixon-era officials said 
Monday they had concluded U.S. 
prisoners of war were left behind 
when the United States pulled its 
soldiers out of Vietnam in 1973. 

“As of now,. I can come to no 
other conclusion,’’ James Schle- 
singer, director of Central Intelli- 
gence Agency from February to 
July 1973, told the U.S. Senate 
Select Committee on PoW/MIA. 
affairs. 

“I have a high-probability 
assessment that people were left 
behind in Laos," he said, “and a 
medium probability assessment 
with regard to Vietnam." 

Unanswered questions about 
those missing in action (MIAs) 
and PoWsTcmain the chief obsta- 
cle to normalising U.S.- 
Vietnamese relations. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Many 
people have been killed in ethnic 
violence in the Transcaucasus and 
the Central Asian state of Tajikis- 
tan in recent days, local news 
agencies said Monday. 

Some of the fiercest fighting in 
four years was reported in the 
disputed enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, with both Azeris and 
Armenians claiming to have in- 
flicted heavy losses on each other 
in battles for strategic areas. 

At least 2,000 people have 
been killed since 1988 in foe 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, by 
far the bloodiest legacy of the 
Soviet era. But precise casualty 
figures have been difficult to 
obtain, with both sides issuing 
conflicting reports. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted Azerbaijan's Defence 
Ministry as saying the enclave’s 
Armenian forces had lost more 
than 550 men in recent counter- 
attacks against Azeri forces in the 
enclave. Forty Azeris were killed, 
it said. 

The Pro-Armenian News' 


Agency quoted Nagorno- 
Karabakh’s Armenian authorities 


as saying Armenian losses were 
minimal in the fighting, apparent- 
ly concentrated around the 
Strategic Lachin corridor. 

It put die number of Azeris 
killed at up to 200. 

Both sides claim to control foe 
Lachin corridor, a route leading 
from Armenia proper to Stepa- 
nakert, the capital of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Armenian leader Levon Ter- 
Petrosyan told Interfax News 
Agency Monday that a meeting 
with Azerbaijan's President 


Abulfaz Ekhibey would be possi- 
ble if it could be well-prepared. 

“A good prerequisite for the 
meeting would be a ceasefire in 
Karabakh," he said. The moun- 
tainous enclave is populated by 
Armenians, but their independ- 
ence declaration has foiled to 
impress Azeri authorities claim- 
ing jurisdiction. 

Several mediation efforts and 
ceasefire deals have failed to 
quell the fighting. 

The Azeri news agency. Turan, 
said fierce battles were con- 
tinuing Monday in several areas 
for a third consecutive day. “De- 
spite homy casualties, it seems 
nobody isgomg to yield,”!! said- 

Azerbaijan's military high 
command has given Armenian 
fighters in the enclave until Tues- 
day to surrender or face the 
consequences. 

Nagorno-Karabakh self- 
defence forces claimed they killed 
90 Azerbaijanis who advanced on 
the Maituni district of the terri- 
tory. Azerbaijan denied the fi- 
gure, saying no more than 10 
were Irifled. 

The territory’s press centre said 
Azerbaijani jets strafed Stepa- 
nakert for a second day, kflfing 
four people, ft claimed the re- 
gion’s air defences downed one of 
the fighters. 

Nagorno-Karabakh officials 
said Azerbaijani fences shelled 
Armenia's border district of 
Goris. killing six Armenian villa- 
gers. 

In the Central Asian republic 
of Tajikistan, shots rang out in 
the capital Dushanbe, where 
streets were deserted because of 


renewed fighting, the ITAR- 
TASS News Agency reported. 

; Acting President Akbar Iskan- 
i darov said his government would 
forcibly stop the fighting between 
r warring factions if they didn't 
■ cease fire by Thursday, ITAR- 
i TASS said. 

“If they foil to do so, they will 
.. be dedared traitors to the nation. 

. Force will be used against them 
— they will be forcibly disarmed 
and brought to justice," TASS 
quoted him as saying in an appeal 
to the nation. 

Hundreds of people have died 
in months of dashes between 
supporters and' opponents of for- 
mer .president Rakhmon 
Nabiyev, who resigned two weeks 
ago afifr being surrounded by 
armed opposition members at foe 
capita] Dushanbe's airport. 

Tajik Radio said Monday that 
a number of people were killed in 
fighting this week around the 
southern Kurgan-Tyube region, 
near the border with Afghanis- 
tan. 

“Several people were killed 
from the opposing sides as a 
result of the clashes,” the radio, 
monitored by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation, said. 

Russian Television said abont 
300 people picketed foe country’s 
_ parliament Monday, demanding 
more effective measures to halt 
tiie bloodshed. 


In Georgia, Eduard Shevard- 
nadze. the former Soviet foreign 
minister who returned to his na- 
tive Georgia this year as leader, 
said Monday he would quit foe 
job if violence blocks national 
elections set for October. 


Woerner wins new term as NATO chief 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO Secretary-General Manfred Woerner 
will stay in foe job longer than planned because member nations 
say they need his experience to guide the alliance through one of 
its worst crises. Norway said Monday ail 16 North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) members bad agreed to keep him in the 
job, probably until mid-1996. Mr. Woerner, a former west 
German defence minister and trained fighter pilot, had been doe 
to quit next year. A NATO spokesman declined all comment, but 
diplomats said foe forceful and decisive Woerner — who saw the 
alliance through the end of the cold war after taking foe job in 
1988 — was needed to help resolve problems over its new role. “It 
is now dear that Woerner will continue and Norway supports this 
consensus," Norwegian Defence Minister Johan Joergen Holst 
told Reuters in Oslo. Mr. Holst himself had been a candidate to 
replace Mr. Woerner, who will be 58 Thursday and underwent 
major intestinal surgery earlier this year. 


IAEA 
concerned 
over safety, 
plutonium 


Bush goes after Clinton on draft issue 


WASHINGTON fR) — Presi- 
dent George Bush's attempts to 


drip away at Democratic rival Bin 
Qmtoo’s lead in the polls by 
focusing on the draft issue 


13 killed in S. African violence 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Thirteen blades were shot or burned 
to death in townships around South Africa in political violence 
overnight, police said Tuesday. In foe worst incident, gunmen in a 
. minibus parked on a highway outride Johannesburg fired on a 
' passing taxi, killing five people and seriously wounding five 
ofoers, including a two-year-old girl. Also around Johannesburg, 

■ a black man was shot dead in Sebokeng, another was burned to 
' death in Alexandra and a woman died when gunmen with AJK-47 
* assault rifles attacked a taxi in Soweto. In Umzinyafoi, a squatter 

- camp north of Durban, three people were foot dead and two 
people were killed when gunmen fired at buses in Khayetitsha ip 

' foe western Cape. In the past eight years more than 13,000 blacks 
have been killed in township fighting, much of it between Nelson 

- Mandela's African National Congress (ANC) and the Zulu-based 

■ Inkafoa Freedom Party. 


VIENNA (AP) — The Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) has called for a world- 
wide convention to address 
growing concerns over foe safety 
of nuclear power. 

Conferees from several nations 
expressed fears that increasing 
stocks of the nuclear fuel pluto- 
nium pose an international dan- 
ger, especially as a ton of pluto- 
nium is about to be shipped from' 
France to Japan. 

However, a formal discussion 
on foe plutonium issue was taken 
off the agenda of foe weeklong 
c on fe rence at foe insistence of the 
United States and some other 
countries, according to IAEA 
sources who requested anonym- 
ity. 

IAEA Director General Hans 
Blix told re porters Friday that 
unidentified member countries 
were not ready for a comprehen- 
sive review of the plutonium issue 
at foe meeting, which began 
Monday. 


focusing on the draft issue 
appeared to have little effect in 
the latest pre fer ence survey. 

On Monday Mr. Bush called 
Mr. Clinton's changing versions 
on how he avoided the draft a 
matter of a seriously flawed char- 
acter. Mr. Clinton called it a 
question of faulty memory. 

But Americans appear to, give 
foe issue little importance, 
according to the latest polls, 
when confronted with the 
eno rmi ty of the nation’s econo- 
mic problems. 

The latest ABC News/ 
Washington Post poll released 
Monday has Mr. Omton with a 
21 percentage point lead over Mr. 
Bush in the runup to the Nov. 3 
presidential electi on . 

Mr. Bush went to New York to 


and his predecessor. President 
Ronald Reagan. 

“Admiral Crowe has more cre- 
tfibitity on truth-totting than 
George Bush,” Mr. Cfinton stud. 

Pressed on the point, the 
Democratic presidential candi- 
date added, “the only reaction is 


speak to the United Nations 
General Assembly before coins 


General Assembly before going 
for Mr. Ctintoa’s throat over die 


date added, “the only reaction is 
go back to what Mr. Bush said on 
this issue when he was ahead in 
the polls (back in February). He 
said it shouldn't be an issue." 

Later, Mr. Cfinton cited foe 
passage of time far his problem. 

“After 23 years you forget 
some things, aid haoDened- 
to me, and Tm soar that hap- 
pened. But the basic acts are still 
dear,” Mr. Clinton said more 
television ijnterview^: . 

Mr. Bush, a Wodd WarU navy, 
combat pitot .whose plane was 
shot down over the .Pacific 
Ocean, until now had only discus- 
sed his rival’s military record in 
passing — leaving most direct 
attacks to snbardmates, indnding 


Mr. Bush, while 36 per cent said 
Mr. Bosh could handle it better. 

Mr. Bush acknowledged Ins 
problem on foe call-in show. “I 
tirink we’re poised for a dramatic 
recovery, but I think people are 
scared. I drink they have a job 
and are not sure they'll have that 
tomorrow.” 

Meanwhile, a woman was 


to km and threatening to km 
Preskkait George Bush last Tues- 
day when be was campaigning in 
Denver. 


Manila legalises Communist Party 



• MANILA (R) — The Philippines Tuesday legalised the Com- 

• munist Party, which bad been outlawed for 35 years, and urged 
■ leftist rebels to lay down their aims and make peace with- foe- 
government. President Fidel Ramos approved a law repealing the 
1957 anti-subversion act declaring the party an illegal organisation 
and prohibiting membership in it. The lifting of foe anti- 
Cbmmunist ban has been described by officials as a major 
government step towards ending South East Asia’s longest- 
running Marxist insurgency. 


But the plutonium question 
.was addressed by several dele- 
rates and French delegation chief 
rhflippe Rouvitiois called it “a 
delicate problem.” 

U.S. chief delegate Ivan Selin, 
head of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, called for “an Inter- 
nationa] nudear safety conven- 
tion to assure minimum levels of 
safety in all plants, wherever they 
may be." 


draft issue on a popular radio 
talk show. 

’There are still wolves in the 
woods and someday the comman- 
der-in-dnef might have to make a 
very difficult dedson," Mr. Bush 
tola tiie radio audience. 

“The fundamental difficulty is 
that he (Mr. Cfinton) has not told 
the full truth, tiie whole truth, 
nothing but foe troth,” Mr. Bush 
said ofthe Democrat on the Rash 
limhangh Show. 

Mr. Omton, in Chicago to 
collect the endorsement of a 
group of $00 corpor ate chief ex- 
ecutives, responded by noting he 
was endorsed Saturday by retired 
Admiral William Crowe, who 
was chairman of the military Joint 
Chiefs of Staff under Mr. Bush 


Vice President Dan Quarie, who 
avoided combat dirty in Vietnam 
by using family ties to get into the 
Indiana National Guard. 

With just ax weeks before elec- 
tion day, Mr. Cfinton has wide- 
ned Iris substantial lead over Pres- 
ided Bush, leading 58 jw cent to' 
37 per emt among Kkety voters, 
tiie ABC Newg/Wadrington Poet 
poll found. 

Mr. Qinton gamed four points 
from last week as Mr. Bnsh slip- 
ped two. 


No shots were fixed by the 
33-year-old woman while she 
watched the presidential motor- 
cade in an office park in the 
suburbs of Denver, according to 
the complamt filed-in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court here. 

The woman, Deborah Butler, 
said she wanted to shoot Mr. 
Bush because foe was having 
problems with her life ana 
wasted attention. Iris. Buffer, 
who b married and is a suburban 
resident of tins western Amer- 
ican city, has been staying at a 
psychiatric hospital. 

tional^^^lderi&on character 


idency in May when he attacked 
the fictional television reporter 
for having a child out of wedlock. 
He said the story fine glamou- 
rised illegitimacy and mocked the 
-role of iatoexs. 

The special broadcast showed 
Murphy bringing home the baby 
bom at tiie end of the last season, 
as well as a thousand pounds of 

S s dumped on Mr. 
front door. Mr. Quayie 
repeatedly reminded of 
his real-life mistake in a New 
Jersey schoolroom when he nris- 
•pefled potato fay masting a stu- 
dent add an extra *e*. 

Mr. Quayie has now dedared a 
trace with Hollywood. He watch- 
ed foe show with his wife Marilyn' 
along with anric mother s and 
fathers in a pred ominate ly minor- 
ity Was hingt on neighbourhood. 


After the broadcast, Mr. 


Qpayte said “the show was cer- 
tainty critical of me. & was basi- 


cally another Cfinton campaign.” 
-As he left the bouse, he was 
hugely booed by the crowd out- 


psydnatnc hospital. But hfr. Qmyfe. added that 

; In a separate ^ development, fic- “Pm going to continue about 
tiouBl U5. teteraon character tzaditiraul values.” He said that 


The Sept 16-20 poll of 637 
Hfcdy voters nationwide has a 
margin of error afptosw minus 
4 5 perce n t ag e points. 

A new USA Today-CNN-Gal- 
hrp Poll found that 52 per cent of 
voters thought Mr. Chntozi could 
handle the economy better than 


Quayie for having a child out of 
wedlock, att ack Tbatk Monday, 
asking whether Mr. Quayie was 
firing ou another planet. 

Lfa bizaire mixture of fact and 
fimtaty, Mr. Quayie cranes ra for 
a senes of verbal att acks in a 
special season opener of tiie tele- 
vision program me, which uses 
actual quotes from the vice presi- 
dent and news reports oo the 


Like Murphy Brown’s, fi ctio nal 
child, tiie controversy h» taken* 
on a life of its own. ‘ 

Mr. Quayie told the fictional 
baby in areal handwritten letter 
sent to the show’s producers that 
the baity had i spurred the debate 
on family values. . 



nurds who claim foot romatnes 
were badly treated by Napoleon 
have called on France to dump j 
the emperor’s ashes into a remote 
sea and demolish the Arc De 


Triomphe in Paris. In a letter to 
President Francois Mitterrand; 
hundreds of residents of the 
northeastern town of Rosas said 
Napoleon should be declared one 
offaistoxy's “big losers" for the 
sake of troth. They rat foe 
French people to repudiate foe 
post-revolutionary emperor in a 
public ceremony that should be 
televised worldwide before the 
opening of the European Com- 
munity single market next Janu- 
"We do not believe that a 

S bro th er l y Europe can be 
without first correcting man- 


don. 

The United Nations has taken 
the lead in locating and des- 
troying weapons of mass destruc- 
tion in Iraq and engaged in efforts 
to curb ethnic conflicts in shat- 
tered Yugoslavia. Recently, it has 
begun to play a modest role in 
trying to end foe fighting that has 
contributed to foe deaths of more 
than 100,000 people in Somalia. 

Some 40,000 blue-helmeted 
troops are serving in peacekeep- 
ing operations in Central Amer- 
ica, Africa, the Balkans and 
Cambodia. This is straining the 
U.N. budget. Outstanding dues 
now total about $1.8 billion. 


b uilt without fust correcting man- 
ipulations of history.- that hurt 
the honour and dignity of our 


forefathers," said residents <rf the 1 
town on the Catalan coast of 
Spain. They said they were acting 
on behalf of forefathers who 
fought Napoleon in the 19th cen- 
tury Spanish War of Independ- 
ence. Demands, written in the 
C atalan language, included re- 
placing — at the expense of 


taxpayers — the Arc De 

Triomphe, Napoleon’s victory 
arch, with a monument denounc- 
ing human vanity and rc- writing 
all French histonr textbooks. 
They want aQ French streets 
celebrating the emperor’s battles 
renamed, and aQ objects named 
after the emperor, including 
Napoleon brandy and gold coins, 
destroyed or renamed. The ashes 


kept in Paris at the Invatides, a 
former hospital for his soldiers. 


Gorbachev’s car 
stolen in Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — Thieves have 
stolen one of fonner Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev’s new 
cars. The car, one of three bought 
for the Gorbachev Foundation 
think-tank to replace the former 
Kremlin chiefs confiscated offi- 
cial fimousmei was taken from a 
muffed parking kit late Sunday. 
ITAR-TASS News Agency sax! 
Monday. The fimonstne. was part 
of Mr. Gorbachev's retirement 
settlement after tiie collapse of 
the Soviet Union last De c ember, 
but was taken away by Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin after Mr. 
Gorbachev criticised his econo- 
mic reforms. 


Greenpeace hangs 

anti-pollution 

banner 

from Eiffel Tower 


PARIS ( AP) — Five ereenpeace 
activists scaled tiie Eiffel Tower 
Monday to hang a banner de-' 
nouncmg the pollution of foe 
world's oceans. The protes te rs 
sought to call attention to marine 
pollution on (be eve of a m eeting 
m Paris of 13 countries with 
Atlantic Ocean coastlines. In a 
st atem ent, Green p eace called for 
tiw 13 countries to adopt a resolu- 
tion banning ocean dumping ot 
toxic substances such as nudear 


waste. The environmental group 
has denounced French ana Brit- 


ish positions which, it damn, 
would leave the door open to 
renewed dimming in 10 years. The 
banner read, "noto legal poQntion 
of the seas.” 


David gets new 
glass shield 


FLORENCE, Italy (R) — / 
glass shield was placed aroma 
foe base of Michelangelo's statu 
of David, which was damage* 
when a man attacked it witfi ; 
hammer a year ago. The shigk 
does not cover tne renaissanoi 
statu e itself but prevents viewer 
from getting dose . enough tz 
touch the masterpiece in the 
Accademia Gallery, museun 
officials said. In September 1991 
an unemployed Italian man wfac 
claimed a muse had ordered bin 
to attack the statin:, struck it will 

a hammer and knocked off one oi 
foe toes of the left foot. Hm 
four-metre (134oot) statue was 
restored rising chips of the toe 
found on the floor after the 
attack. 


New London 
trains are too 
big for stations 


LONDON (R) — London 
u nd erground .train network w 
have to cut bjtefc platforms at : 
of As stations became the ne 
trains ordered don’t fit. The pis 
forms at central London statin 
will need to be narrowed at a co 
£40,000 ($68,700) to accomm 


. Quayie made some of the 


“You may not realise it yet, but 
you’ve helped start an i mporta n t 
dhcuaioii on ways to strengthen 
our. traditional values/' Mr. 
Quayie said in a letter released 
Monday. 











